


 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION 
 

1. Public meetings of the Commission shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be available to the 
general public no later than the Friday preceding the meeting. 

2. If members of the public wish the Commission to address a specific item at a public meeting, a written 
request to the Staff Liaison shall be submitted at least one week before the meeting.  The written request 
shall specify the item or items the individual desires to be addressed. 

3. The Commission may consider other matters for the agenda as they see fit. 
4. The Commission will entertain Public Comment at the conclusion of the discussion of the item and prior 

to specific action on the item during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair.  Individuals must advise 
the Chair of their desire to offer such comment. 

5. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any new subject. 
6. The Commission Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their discretion: 

 a. Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment. 
 b. Require identification of such persons. 

c. Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to comment. 
d. Allocate up to a five (5) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public Comment at a 

meeting, Township Staff shall time comments and shall announce, “one minute remaining” 
and “time expired” to the Chair. 

e. Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any comment the 
discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct of the business of the meeting 
including the questioning of, or polling of, or debating with, individual members of the 
Commission. 

 

























 
 
 
 

 
Via Email Delivery February 26, 2026 
To: Samantha Zrillo 

Whitemarsh Township - Planner 
616 Germantown Pike Lafayette 
Hill, PA 19444-1821 

From: John Hosbach 
Applicant: 6128 Butler Pike  

 

 
Dear Sam, 

   Pursuant to my review of the updated plan, the following are my comments. 

 
1. INTRODUCTION & SCOPE OF REVIEW 
 
The applicant has submitted a plan set for the proposed swimming pool and associated site improvements at 6128 
Butler Pike, Whitemarsh Township, Montgomery County, PA. 
 
This review has been conducted pursuant to Whitemarsh Township Shade Tree Ordinance and is limited to: 
 

• Tree impacts 
 

• Tree protection measures 
 

• Mitigation requirements 
 

• Construction-related activities that may affect existing vegetation 
 
The purpose of this review is to confirm ordinance compliance, identify deficiencies, and provide technical 
guidance to ensure that tree resources are adequately protected during construction and properly mitigated 
where removal is unavoidable. 
 
 
 

6128 Butler Pike 



2. TREE REMOVAL INVENTORY 
 
No trees are currently proposed for removal. 
 
The plan includes an inventory of existing trees; however, only trunk diameters are provided. Tree species are not 
identified. 
 
Deficiency – Tree Inventory Detail 
 
All inventoried trees must include species identification in addition to DBH (Diameter at Breast Height). 
 
Species data is necessary to evaluate condition, longevity, ordinance applicability, and potential future mitigation 
requirements. 
 
A revised tree inventory schedule shall be submitted listing: 
 

• Tree number 
 

• Species (botanical and/or common name) 
 

• DBH 
 

• Condition (if available) 
 
3. TREE PROTECTION MEASURES 
 
The plan indicates that tree protection fencing is proposed. 
 
Deficiency – Tree Protection Detail 
 
While protective measures are noted, the tree protection detail as currently shown is incorrect. 
 
The plan references 4-foot construction fencing, which is insufficient for ordinance compliance and field 
enforcement. 
 
The following is required: 
 

• Installation of 6-foot-high metal chain-link fencing, securely staked 
 

• Fence posts spaced appropriately 
 

 



 
• Fencing to remain in place for the duration of construction 

 
A graphic tree protection detail included on the plan set 
 
The detail shall also clearly state: 
 
Prohibited activities within Tree Protection Zones include: 
 

• Grading or soil disturbance 
 

• Equipment storage 
 

• Material staging 
 

• Concrete washout 
 

• Vehicle traffic 
 

• Trenching or utility installation 
 

• Tree protection fencing must be installed prior to any site disturbance. 
 
The absence of a correct graphic detail increases the risk of inadvertent root disturbance and potential non-
compliance during construction. 
 
4. TREE REPLACEMENT / FEE-IN-LIEU REQUIREMENTS 
 
Currently, no tree removal is proposed; therefore: 
 
No replacement plan is required. 
 
No fee-in-lieu calculation is required. 
 
Should removals be proposed in future revisions, replacement or fee-in-lieu requirements will need to be evaluated 
pursuant to Chapter 55. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5. SOIL MANAGEMENT 
 
Clarification is required regarding soil handling: 
 
Confirm whether excavated soil will be removed from the site. 
 
If soil is to remain on-site, staging locations must be shown and must not encroach into Tree Protection Zones. 
 
6. SUMMARY OF OUTSTANDING ITEMS 
 
Prior to final approval, the following items shall be addressed: 
 

• Add a correct graphic tree protection detail (6-foot metal chain-link fencing). 
 

• Revise the tree inventory to include species identification. 
 

• Confirm soil export or provide a compliant soil staging location. 
 
7. CONCLUSION 
 
The plan demonstrates progress toward addressing Shade Tree Commission concerns; however, several key 
ordinance requirements remain unresolved. 
 
Upon revision addressing the items noted above, the plan may be considered for compliance with Chapter 55 
requirements. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 

John Rockwell Hosbach Jr., RCA, Urban Forester| Principal 




