
 
 

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
MEETING OF MARCH 12, 2026 AT 6:30 PM 

 
MANUELE ____ GRIFFIN-SHELLEY____ MOY ____     TOLL ____ TURENNE_____ 

CALL TO ORDER 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
COMMENDATIONS   Proclamation for Plymouth Whitmarsh High School DECA Chapter  
      
     Proclamation recognizing April 2026 as “Pennsylvania 811 Safe  
     Digging Month”  
      
     Proclamation recognizing April 24 2026 as “Arbor Day” 
 
     
ANNOUNCEMENTS      Elizabeth Moy, Vice -Chair    
        
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:       Meeting Minutes from January 8, 2026 
        Meeting Minutes from February 12, 2026 
   
PUBLIC HEARINGS:  
 
Review Conditional Use- CU #01-26 for Fort Washington Real Estate, LLC located at 451 Bethlehem 
Pike for a medical/dental office  
 
BOARD PUBLIC DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
Review amendments and additions to the “Open Burning” Ordinance for Whitemarsh Township 
 
Review Resolution for 2026 Greenways, Trails and Recreation Grant Program 
          
CONSIDER ACTION ITEMS:  
  
ORDINANCES:  
 
Consider Ordinance # ______ : Amending the “Open Burning” provisions in Whitemarsh Township.    
 
RESOLUTIONS:  

Anyone unable to attend the meeting in-person will have the option to join the meeting virtually:  

Through Zoom by clicking here:  BOS MARCH 12, 2026  with Meeting ID #:   815 3626 2023 

By phone can dial: 1-305-224-1968  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81536262023?pwd=Y923AkZIbz6du5qvVreOxCjyt5e2AX.1


 
Consider Resolution #___ : Application and commitment of funds as matching requirement for a 2026 
Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program Grant to be used as a trailhead parking at Abolition Hall.   
  
MOTIONS:  
Consider approval of Conditional Use- CU #01-26 for Fort Washington Real Estate, LLC located at 451 
Bethlehem Pike for a medical/dental office 
 
Consider approval of “Better Yards, Better Whitemarsh, Better Planet” program by Whitemarsh 
Environmental Advisory Board  
 
Consider the authorization of an Ordinance for the sale of real property located at 14 Marple Lane, 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 through a public bid process.  
 
Authorize Solicitor’s Office to represent Whitemarsh Township in Validity Challenge Appeal for 318 
Whitemarsh Valley Road.  
 
Consider the authorization to advertise bid for the 2026 Road Program  
 
Consider the authorization to advertise an Ordinance signifying the Township’s intention in the 
formation of a new 501(c)(3) as recommended by the Abolition Hall Steering Committee for the 
buildings and land associated with 4006 Butler Pike and 1 Germantown Pike.    
 
Authorize the advertisement of an Ordinance for the acquisition through donation of a ½ acre 
conservation easement from land located on parcel #65-00-10609-01-8 (Sheaff Lane adjacent to The 
Highlands).    
 
Consider authorization to advertise the following proposed Ordinances recommended from the Fire 
Marshal’s Office. 

1. Ordinance #____: adopting portions of the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
standards that are silent in the PA Uniform Construction Code (UCC) along with enforcement of 
such ordinance. 

2. Ordinance #____: establishing life-safety requirements for Electric Vehicle (EV) charging 
stations located inside of parking structures.  

3. Ordinance # ____: prohibiting natural (live cut) Christmas/Holiday Trees in multi-family, 
commercial and public buildings.  

4. Ordinance #____: modifying Mobile Food Vendor Ordinance to remove Section 85-19, 
Subsection (D) for exemption for persons operating under a special event permit.  

 
Consider Hold Harmless Agreement for replacement of fence at 4029 Center Avenue, Lafayette Hill 
with like kind and size.  
 
Consider Financial for February 2026: Expenditures ($1,041,253.45), Payroll ($772,828.98), Pension 
Plan Expenditure ($0)  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 
 



 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION INFORMATION 
 

1. Public meetings of the Board shall follow a prescribed agenda, which will be available to the general 
public two days preceding the meeting. 

2. If members of the public wish the Board to address a specific item at a public meeting, a written 
request to the Township Manager shall be submitted by noon on Friday of the week before the 
meeting. The written request shall specify the item or items the individual desires to be addressed. 

3. The Board may consider other matters for the agenda as they see fit. 
4. The Board will entertain Public Comment at either the beginning of the meeting or prior to specific 

action items during the meeting, at the discretion of the Chair. Individuals must advise the Chair of their 
desire to offer such comment. 

5. A Public Comment period will be provided at the conclusion of a meeting for input on any subject. 
6. The Board Chair shall preside over Public Comments and may within their discretion: 

a. Recognize individuals wishing to offer comment. 
b. Require identification of such person.  
c. Allocate total available Public Comment time among all individuals wishing to comment. 
d. Allocate up to a Three (3) minute maximum for each individual to offer Public Comment at a 

meeting, Township Staff shall time comments and shall announce, “one minute remaining” 
and “time expired” to the Chair. 

e. Rule out of order scandalous, impertinent and redundant comment or any comment the 
discernible purpose of which is to disrupt or prevent the conduct of the business of the meeting 
including the questioning of, or polling of, or debating with, individual members of the Board. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
  

PLYMOUTH WHITEMARSH HIGH SCHOOL DECA PROGRAM 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

   
  
 WHEREAS, the DECA program is a recognized and active study body club at 
Plymouth Whitemarsh High School which prepares its student members for careers in 
marketing, finance, management, and hospitality; and,  
 

WHEREAS, DECA equips students with real-world business experience through 
competitive events, leadership conferences, and community initiatives; and, 

 
WHEREAS, Plymouth Whitemarsh students were selected as state and national 

qualifiers for outstanding projects that support local and regional businesses; and, 
 
WHEREAS, at the Pennsylvania DECA State Career Development Conference, they 

were honored with both the prestigious DECA Cup, awarded to the most outstanding 
chapter in the state, and the Helping Hands Award for their charitable efforts; and, 
  
 WHEREAS, Plymouth Whitemarsh DECA students have selflessly and generously 
participated in community service projects supporting non-profit organizations. 
   
 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we, the Whitemarsh Township Board of 
Supervisors, do hereby present to DECA this Proclamation proudly recognizing the 
organization’s exemplary dedication and years of service to the Whitemarsh Township 
Community.   
  
 RESOLVED, this 12th Day of March, 2026. 
  
  
       WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
  
______________________    _____________________ 
Craig T. McAnally      Jacy Toll 
Secretary      Chair 



 
 
 
 
 
 

PROCLAMATION 
  

Pennsylvania 811 Safe Digging Month  
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

   
 WHEREAS, the month of April 2026 recognized as “Pennsylvania 811 Safe Digging Month”, and 
the initiative sponsored by Pennsylvania 811, a utility notification information center with 54 years of 
continuous service to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and 
 

WHEREAS, Pennsylvania 811 received more than a million excavation notifications in 2025, over 
30,000 construction projects in Coordinate PA, and transmitted approximately 6 million notifications to 
their member facility owners and operators allowing essential utility and construction crews to provide 
vital underground services and repair of critical infrastructure to communities throughout Pennsylvania, 
and 

 
WHEREAS, when contacting 811, at least three business days before digging, a homeowner or a 
contractor is connected to a unique service that notifies the appropriate underground utility operators in 
the municipality in which the work will be performed, and 
 
WHEREAS, by notifying 811 of their intent to dig, the homeowner or contractor is knowingly helping to 
protect the underground utilities, themselves, the work crew, and their neighbors from any unsafe 
digging practices within their community, and 
 
WHEREAS, upon receiving the notification from Pennsylvania 811, the facility owners and operators 
disperse to the said work site to mark the approximate location of their underground utility lines with 
flags, paint, or both, to establish an eighteen-inch tolerance zone of the outside wall or edge of their line 
or facility, and  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Whitemarsh Township, Montgomery County,  
in support of the Pennsylvania Underground Utility Line Protection Law, PA Act 287 of 1974, as 
amended, we do hereby proclaim April 2026 as “Pennsylvania 811 Safe Digging Month”, and encourage 
all Pennsylvanians to visit the Pennsylvania 811 website at http://www.paonecall.org for information 
about digging safely. 
 
  
       WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
  
______________________    _____________________ 
Craig T. McAnally, Secretary      Jacy Toll, Chair 



 

PROCLAMATION 
Arbor Day 2026 

   
  

WHEREAS in 1872, the Nebraska Board of Agriculture established a special day to be set aside 
for the planting of trees, and  

  
WHEREAS this holiday, called Arbor Day, was first observed with the planting of more than a 

million trees in Nebraska, and  
  
WHEREAS Arbor Day is now observed throughout the nation and the world, and  
  
WHEREAS trees can be a solution to combating climate change by reducing the erosion of our 

precious topsoil by wind and water, cutting heating and cooling costs, moderating the temperature, cleaning 
the air, producing life-giving oxygen, and providing habitat for wildlife, and  

  
WHEREAS trees are a renewable resource giving us paper, wood for our homes, fuel for our fires, 

and countless other wood products, and  
  
WHEREAS trees in our city increase property values, enhance the economic vitality of business 

areas, and beautify our community, and  
  
WHEREAS trees — wherever they are planted — are a source of joy and spiritual renewal.  
  
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Jacy Toll, Chair of the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors, do 

hereby proclaim Friday, April 24th as ARBOR DAY in the Township of Whitemarsh, and I urge all 
citizens to celebrate Arbor Day and to support efforts to protect our trees and woodlands, and FURTHER, 
I urge all citizens to plant trees to gladden the heart and promote the well-being of this and future 
generations.  

  
 RESOLVED, this 12th Day of March, 2026. 
  
  

       WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
  
______________________    _____________________ 
Craig McAnally      Jacy Toll 
Secretary      Chair 
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 
JANUARY 8, 2026 

 
 The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors was held on Thursday, 
January 8, 2026 at 6:30 PM, in the Whitemarsh Township Building, 616 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill, PA.  
 
 Supervisors Present:  Jacy Toll, Chair; Elizabeth Moy, Vice Chair; Megan Griffin-Shelley  
 
 Supervisor Absent:  Patrice Turenne, Vincent Manuele 
 
 Also Present:  Craig T. McAnally, Township Manager; Sean Kilkenny, Township Solicitor Charlie 
Guttenplan, Director of Planning and Zoning, and Krista Heinrich, Township Engineer 
 
CALL TO ORDER – 6:30 PM  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Supervisor Moy  announced:  
 

· The Board of Supervisors would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year and welcomes Megan Griffin-
Shelley to the Board and congratulates Patrice Turenne to another term in office!    
 

· The Parks and Recreation Department will again host a Martin Luther King Clothing Drive starting 
Wednesday, January 14 through Monday, January 19, 2026.  Any usable clothes, shoes, handbags, and 
accessories that you wish to clear out of your closet can be placed in a standard Kitchen Trash Bag and 
brought to Cedar Grove Barn for a donation.  All proceeds from the collection will support the Colonial 
Neighborhood Council and the 2026 Whitemarsh Township Day.  

 
· The Township Offices will be closed on Monday, January 19, 2026 to observe Martin Luther King Day.     

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
1. December 11, 2025 
  

On a motion by Supervisor Moy, seconded by Supervisor Grifin-Shelley (Vote 3-0) the Board of Supervisors 
adopted the meeting minutes from December 11. 2025. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

Review amendments of the steep slope ordinance in both the Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision and 
Land Development Ordinance as recommended by the Planning Commission.   
 
Sean Kilkenny presented information along with Tim Konetehy regarding the change to the steep slope 
ordinance.  Charlie also presented an overview of the ordinance to the committee.   
 



2 
 

On a motion by Supervisor Moy, seconded by Supervisor Grifin-Shelley (Vote 3-0) the Board of Supervisors 
adopted the meeting minutes from December 11. 2025. 
 
 
ORDINANCES 

 
Consider Ordinance #1049 amending the provisions of the steep slope ordinance in both the Zoning 
Ordinance and Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance as recommended by the Planning 
Commission.   
 
On a motion by Supervisor Moy, seconded by Supervisor Grifin-Shelley (Vote 3-0) the Board of Supervisors 

approved the ordinance. 
 
Consider Ordinance #1050 adopting the 2021 IFC (International Fire Code) and 2021 Property 
Maintenance Code per the Uniform Construction Council.  
 
On a motion by Supervisor Moy, seconded by Supervisor Grifin-Shelley (Vote 3-0) the Board of Supervisors 

approved the ordinance. 
 
 
MOTIONS  

 
Consider Financial for December 2025: Expenditures ($743,158.6), Payroll ($721,463.95), Pension Plan 
Expenditure ($2636.26)  
 
 
On a motion by Supervisor Moy, seconded by Supervisor Grifin-Shelley (Vote 3-0) the Board of Supervisors 

approved the financial expenditures for December 2025. 
 
RESOLUTIONS - None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – None  
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS – None   
  
ADJOURNMENT  
 

On a Motion by Supervisor Moy, seconded by Supervisor Griffin-Shelley the meeting for January 8, 2026 
was adjourned at 6:49 PM.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Craig T. McAnally 
Township Manager  
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
PUBLIC MEETING MINUTES 

 
February 12, 2026 

 
 The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors was held on Thursday, 
February 12, 2026, at 6:30 PM, in the Whitemarsh Township Building, 616 Germantown Pike, Lafayette Hill, PA.  
 
 Supervisors Present: Jacy Toll, Chair; Elizabeth Moy, Vice Chair; Megan Griffin-Shelley, Vincent Manuele, 
Patrice Tureenne (Zoom) 
 
 Also Present: Craig T. McAnally, Township Manager; Sean Kilkenny, Township Solicitor Charlie Guttenplan, 
Director of Planning and Zoning, and Krista Heinrich, Township Engineer 
 
CALL TO ORDER – 6:32 PM  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 Supervisor Moy announced:  
 

· The Township has launched a new webpage on the Township website titled “America 250” highlighting 
America’s Semi quincentennial celebrations and events throughout the area.  This will be a working 
webpage with updates being added as we receive or find new events.   
 

· The Spring Shredding Event will be held on Saturday, March 7, 2026, from 8:00 AM to 11:0 AM at the 
Miles Park Lower Lot.  More information can be found on the website and in weekly E-newsletters.  
 

· Save the Date: Whitemarsh Township Day will be held on Victory Fields at Plymouth-Whitemarsh High 
School on April 25, 2026 from 12-5:00 PM.    

 
· The Township Offices will be closed on Monday, February 16, 2026, to observe President’s Day.     

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
1. December 11, 2025 
  

On a motion by Supervisor Moy, seconded by Supervisor Manuele (Vote 5-0) the Board of Supervisors 
adopted the meeting minutes from December 11. 2025. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
Review 2026 Tax Millage Ordinance – The Millage was passed with the 2026 budget. This is a standalone ordinance 
stating the millage for public view. 
 
Review amendments and additions to the “Open Burning” Ordinance for Whitemarsh Township for advertising.  
Andrew Thomas presented the changes that are being proposed to the ordinance. 
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Review SLD #01-25 REVISED Land Development Waiver Request for Green Valley Country Club, 201 Ridge Pike, 
Lafayette Hill, PA for the following: 

· Location and layout of proposed two (2) padel courts 
Charlie Guttenplan spoke of the previously approved plans (April 2025) and this revision. The revision is to remove 
one tennis court and place the padel court in its location, instead of placing the padel courts behind the tennis courts.  
There are no other changes being made to the previously approved plans.  The Planning commission met and 
approved the changes in December 2025.   
 
ORDINANCES 

 
Consider Ordinance # 1051 2026 Tax Millage totaling 2.3633 consistent with the approval of the 2026 Budget 
with no change from 2025.    
 

On a motion by Supervisor Manuele, seconded by Supervisor Moy (Vote 5-0) the Board of Supervisors 
approved the ordinance. 
 
Consider Authorizing the Advertisement of Ordinance # 1052: Amending the Open Burning provisions in 
Whitemarsh Township   

 
On a motion by Supervisor Manuele, seconded by Supervisor Grifin-Shelley (Vote 5-0) the Board of 

Supervisors approved the ordinance. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
Consider Resolution #2026-06 for SLD #01-25 Green Valley Country Club for the new locations to install two new 
padel courts at 201 Ridge Pike, Lafayette Hill.  The Applicant must comply with all conditions set forth previously in 
Resolution #2025-10 along with the exceptions amended by this Resolution.       
 

 On a motion by Supervisor Manuele, seconded by Supervisor Moy (Vote 5-0) the Board of 
Supervisors approved the resolution. 
 
MOTIONS  

 
Consider allocation of funds to Colonial Neighborhood Council in the amount of $258.95 for their participation in 
the Township’s MLK, Jr. Clothing Drive for 2026.  
 

On a motion by Supervisor Griffin-Shelley, seconded by Supervisor Moy (Vote 5-0) the Board of 
Supervisors approved the allocation of funds to the Colonial Neighborhood Council. 
 
Consider Escrow Release #4 in the amount of $156,419.17 for 561 Spring Mill Avenue – “The Transitions” (S/LD 
#02-21)   

 On a motion by Supervisor Manuele, seconded by Supervisor Moy (Vote 5-0) the Board of 
Supervisors approved the escrow release for SLD #02-21. 
 
Consider Financial for January 2026: Expenditures ($1,314,860.12), Payroll ($818,650.61), Pension Plan 
Expenditure ($2,899.63)  

 
On a motion by Supervisor Manuele, seconded by Supervisor Moy (Vote 5-0) the Board of Supervisors 

approved the financial expenditures for January 2025. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD – None  
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS – None   
  
ADJOURNMENT  
 

On a Motion by Supervisor Moy, seconded by Supervisor Griffin-Shelley the meeting for February 12, 
2026, was adjourned at 6:44 PM.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Craig T. McAnally 
Township Manager  
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33077-0001 

February 5, 2026 

 

Via E-mail Only 

Charles Guttenplan 

Director of Planning & Zoning 

Whitemarsh Township 

616 Germantown Pike 

Lafayette Hill, Pennsylvania 19444 

cguttenplan@whitemarshtwp.org 

 

RE: FORT WASHINGTON REAL ESTATE LLC 

451 Bethlehem Pike (Parcel No. 65-00-00685-00-6) 

Conditional Use Application  

 

Dear Mr. Guttenplan:  

 

 This office represents Applicant, Fort Washington Real Estate LLC, which is the 

equitable owner of 451 Bethlehem Pike (Parcel No. 65-00-00685-00-6) (“Property”). On 

January 14, 2026, Applicant submitted a conditional use application seeking conditional use 

approval to permit a dental office at the Property and, to the extent necessary, conditional 

use approval for reduced parking.  

  

 After further investigation and consultation with your office, Applicant no longer 

requires conditional use approval for the reduced parking. Please allow this letter to amend 

the January 14, 2026 application as follows: (1) the present use of the Property is “Office 

and Medical Office,” and (2) a revised Zoning Application Supplement is attached.  

 

Should you need anything further, please do not hesitate to call me.  

 

Respectfully, 

 

HAMBURG, RUBIN, MULLIN, 

MAXWELL & LUPIN 

 

 

 

By:      

      CELSO L. LEITE, JR. 
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FORT WASHINGTON REAL ESTATE LLC 
 

REVISED ZONING APPLICATION SUPPLEMENT 
 

Applicant and Property 
 

Fort Washington Real Estate LLC (“Applicant”) is the equitable owner of the property located at 
451 Bethlehem Pike (“Property”), which is in Whitemarsh Township’s VC-1 Village Commercial 
District (“District”).1 
 
The Property is currently be used as a multi-tenant office building, which is permitted by-right in 
the District.2 In 2015, the Property was the subject of a lot line adjustment with adjoining property.  
As a result, the Property relies on adjoining 455 Bethlehem Pike for parking and access.3 This 
parking and access arrangement is the subject of a recorded easement which is attached to this 
Application.  
 
The office building consists of four suites. The first floor contains a 2,252 square foot (+/-) suite 
(“First Floor Suite”). The second floor contains a 2,099 square foot (+/-) suite. The third floor 
contains a 804 square foot (+/-) suite and a 921 square foot (+/-) suite. 
 

Proposal and Requested Relief 
 
Applicant proposes that the First Floor Suite be used for a dental office, which is permitted in the 
District as a conditional use.4 To that end, Applicant requested the following relief:  
 

Conditional use approval to allow a dental office use in the First Floor Suite, in accord with 
§§ 116-37 and 116-290.C.(3) of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
Applicant intends to demonstrate compliance with applicable conditional use criteria at the 
Hearing before the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors.  
 
 

 
1 The Property is further identified as Tax Parcel No. 65-00-00685-00-6.  
2 WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP, PA., CODE, § 116 -290.A [Use Regulations] (the zoning provisions of the Township Code 
are referred to herein as the “Zoning Ordinance”).  
3 455 Bethlehem Pike is further identified as Tax Parcel No. 65-00-00682-00-9. 
4 Zoning Ordinance, §116-290.C [Use Regulations]. 
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. ______ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE “OPEN BURNING” 
PROVISIONS OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF WHITEMARSH 
TOWNSHIP TO ADD REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE USE OF FIRE 
PITS, FIRE BOWLS, AND CHIMINEAS IN WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP;  
REPEALING ALL INCONSISTENT ORDINANCES OR PARTS THEREOF; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Whitemarsh Township has 
enacted the Code of Ordinance of Whitemarsh Township which contains, 
inter alia, provisions governing open burning in Whitemarsh Township, and 
specifically governing the use of fire pits, fire bowls, and chimineas; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Fire Marshall has recommended to the Board 
of Supervisors that additional regulations be added governing the use of fire 
pits, fire bowls, and chimineas in Whitemarsh Township to better protect the 
health, safety, and welfare of the residents of Whitemarsh Township and the 
general public; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has determined that it is in the 
best interests of the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
Whitemarsh Township and the general public to amend the current 
regulations governing the use of fire pits, fire bowls, and chimineas in 
Whitemarsh Township to add the safety provisions recommended by the 
Township Fire Marshal; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of 
Whitemarsh Township, and it is hereby ENACTED and ORDAINED by 
authority of same as follows: 
 
I. Section 75-2.C. of the Code of Ordinances of Whitemarsh Township is 
amended to read as follows, with newly added language in bold: 
 

“C. Fire pits, fire bowls, and chimineas may be used without Fire 
Marshal approval provided these are used in accordance with the 
manufacturer's safety guidelines and the following regulations: 
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(1) Fire pits, fire bowls, and chimineas shall be at least 15 feet 
from a structure, including decks and balconies.  They shall not be 
stored within 15 feet of any combustible waste, material, or building 
surface.  Their placement shall be stable and reasonably level so as 
to make tipping unlikely.  They shall not be used on a deck, within 
any tent, or on or under any roof. 

 
(2) Yard debris and trash shall not be burned, including leaves. 
 
(3) Open burning is prohibited when the following weather-related 

hazards are present: 
 

(a) If sustained winds are 10 m.p.h. or greater; or gusts are 20 
m.p.h. or greater. 

 
(b) A burn ban has been put in place by PA Department of 

Conservation & Natural Resources. 
 
(c) A "Red Flag" day declared by the National Weather Service. 
 

(4) The Fire Marshal, fire officers, and police officers can order any 
open burn extinguished if they deem it unsafe or a nuisance. 

 
(5) Open burning shall be 50 feet from structures and combustibles 

with the following exceptions: 
 

(a) Open burning with a burn pile three feet or less in diameter 
and two feet or less in height can be 25 feet from structures and 
combustibles. 

 
(b) Open burning in approved containers, such as listed 

manufactured fire pits from home improvement stores, can be 15 feet 
from structures and combustibles. 

 
(c) Burn barrels or other homemade containers are not allowed. 
 

(6) The use of charcoal grills, cookers, barbecues, or other 
devices utilizing charcoal or other ignitable material for the purpose 
of cooking, barbecuing, or otherwise preparing food out-of-doors 
shall be prohibited except at ground level and shall in no event be 
utilized closer than fifteen (15) feet to any multiple occupancy 
dwelling. 
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(7) All open burning must constantly be attended by an adult and have 
a means to extinguish it, such as a garden hose, bucket of water, loose 
sand/dirt, or an adequately sized fire extinguisher.” 

 
II. All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent with this Ordinance are 
hereby repealed to the extent of the inconsistency. 
 
III. The provision of this Ordinance are declared to be severable.  If any 
provision of this Ordinance is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to 
be invalid or unconstitutional, such determination shall have no effect on the 
remaining provisions of this Ordinance or on the provisions of the Code of 
Ordinances or Whitemarsh Township. 
 
IV. This Ordinance shall become effective on the day following its legal 
enactment. 
 
 ENACTED and ORDAINED this 12th day of March, 2026. 
 
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
       WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
 
 
_________________________  __________________________ 
Craig McAnally, Secretary   Jacy Toll, Chair 



RESOLUTION # 20- 
 
 

Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program (GTRP) Grant 
 
 
 Be it RESOLVED, that the Whitemarsh Township of Montgomery County, hereby request an Greenways, 
Trails and Recreation Program (GTRP) grant of $250,000.00 from the Commonwealth Financing 
Authority to be used for Abolition Hall Trailhead. 
 
 
 Be it FURTHER RESOLVED that the Applicant does hereby designate Jacy Toll, Chair of the Board of 
Supervisors and Craig McAnally, Township Manager, as the official(s) to execute all documents and 
agreements between the Whitemarsh Township and the Commonwealth Financing Authority to 
facilitate and assist in obtaining the requested grant. 
 
 
 I, Craig McAnally,  duly qualified Secretary of the Whitemarsh Township, of Montgomery County, PA, 
hereby certify that the forgoing is a true and correct copy of a Resolution duly adopted by a majority 
vote of the Board of Supervisors  at a regular meeting held ______________ (Date) and said Resolution 
has been recorded in the Minutes of the Whitemarsh Township and remains in effect as of this date. 
 
 
Be RESOLVED, THIS _____ DAY OF March 2026. 
 
 
 
ATTEST:      WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
       BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
 
_______________________________   _______________________________ 
Craig T. McAnally     Jacy Toll,  CHAIR 
TOWNSHIP MANAGER     BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 
 
 









 



1.

2.

3.

4.

Plants Native Species

Definition: A plant is native if it has occurred naturally in a region without human introduction.

Reason: Native plants are adapted to local growing conditions. They have co-evolved with local wildlife to provide optimal diet and habitat. They are the foundation of the food web and are the best 
choice to provide food and habitat for native animals, insects, and birds.

5.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

6.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Better Yards, Better Whitemarsh, Better Planet
Please complete the following form. 

Join your neighbors in being recognized for your commitment to land stewardship. If your property meets our sustainability criteria--by marking 'yes' to at least 65% (28 of 43) of the items below 
and achieving at least two items in every category-- you are eligible to:

receive a certificate,
receive a decorative yard sign,
be recognized by the Whitemarsh Board of Supervisors in a public meeting, and/or
be highlighted in the Whitemarsh Weekly newsletter.

Name

Email

Address

Phone number (optional)

At least one-half of the trees on the property are native species. (Exclude fruit and nut trees grown for human consumption.)

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management

Bonus: two-thirds of the trees are native species. (Exclude fruit and nut trees grown for human consumption.)

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water,  Water Management



7.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

8.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

9.

Mark only one oval.

Yes (if this is applicable to you, please ensure that the question above is also checked 'yes')

No

Other:

10.

Mark only one oval.

Yes (if this is applicable to you, please ensure that the prior two questions are also 'yes')

No

Other:

11.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Property has at least one mature, native shade tree. A shade tree is a deciduous tree that reaches at least 45 feet in height at maturity. Eastern white pine and Virginia pine
are also considered shade trees.    

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management

Applicant has planted or nurtured a volunteer seedling shade tree on the property. 

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management

Bonus: Applicant has planted or nurtured two volunteer seedling shade trees on the property. 

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management

Bonus: Applicant has planted or nurtured three volunteer seedling shade trees on the property. 

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management

Applicant has planted or nurtured a volunteer seedling native understory tree on the property. An understory tree is a deciduous or evergreen tree, single or multi-stem,
which is expected to reach a mature height between 15-45 feet. One point for each understory tree, up to three points.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water,  Water Management, 



12.

Mark only one oval.

Yes (if this is applicable to you, please ensure that the question above is also checked 'yes')

No

Other:

13.

Mark only one oval.

Yes (if this is applicable to you, please ensure that the prior two questions are also 'yes')

No

Other:

14.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

15.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

16.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Applicant has planted or nurtured a two volunteer seedling native understory trees on the property. An understory tree is a deciduous or evergreen tree, single or multi-
stem, which is expected to reach a mature height between 15-45 feet. 

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water,  Water Management, 

Applicant has planted or nurtured a three volunteer seedling native understory trees on the property. An understory tree is a deciduous or evergreen tree, single or multi-
stem, which is expected to reach a mature height between 15-45 feet. 

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water,  Water Management, 

At least one-half of the shrubs on the property are native species. A shrub is a woody plant that has several stems and is usually less 10 feet tall.  

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management

Bonus: two-thirds of the shrubs are native species. 

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management

Property has gardens or meadows planted primarily with native perennials and grasses.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management



17.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Controls Invasive Plants

Definition: Non-native plants have been introduced by humans, intentionally or by accident. Some non-native plants are considered invasive, spreading aggressively, outcompeting native species, 
causing environmental and economic harm. 

See the PA DCNR list of invasive species. ******insert live link**********

Reason: Invasive plants outcompete native plants and take over habitats because they lack their natural predators and pathogens. This reduces the habitat for native plants and wildlife and 
disrupts the local ecosystem.

18.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

19.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

20.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

21.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Bonus: Applicant has devoted a large portion of the property to native perennial gardens or meadows.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management, 

Applicant seeks to learn more about invasive species and to identify them on the property.

Benefit: Increased Biodiversity

Applicant works to remove invasive annuals and perennials.

Benefit: Increased Biodiversity

Applicant works to remove invasive vines, shrubs, and small trees or seedlings.

Benefit: Increased Biodiversity

Applicant removes large invasive trees as is practical. We recognize that the removal of large trees is expensive and that they do provide some environmental benefits.

Benefit: Increased Biodiversity



22.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Increases Native Habitat

Definition: Native habitats are comprised of native trees, shrubs, perennials, and grasses. These habitats support native animals, insects, or birds. 

Reason: Native species of plants, animals, insects, and birds are in decline. Properties with native habitats help to revitalize populations of native species and work together to create a vibrant, 
biodiverse, local ecosystem.

23.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

24.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

25.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

26.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Applicant pledges not to plant any invasive species in the future.

Benefit: Increased Biodiversity

Applicant has and maintains a pollinator or butterfly garden of native plants chosen to provide nourishment and habitat throughout the year.  

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management, 

Applicant leaves fall leaves where possible to provide habitat for ground dwelling species and where they can safely overwinter.

Benefit: Increased Biodiversity, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Water

Applicant defers spring garden clean up until the weather warms to allow overwintering insects to emerge.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Water

Applicant provides clean water for wildlife. Examples include bird baths and water features.

Benefit: Increased Biodiversity



27.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

28.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

29.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

30.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

31.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Applicant reduces light pollution by using yellow LED bulbs in outdoor fixtures. Yellow light reduces negative impacts on wildlife.

Benefit: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification

Applicant reduces light pollution by turning off lights at night and/or using motion sensors where light is temporarily needed. 

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification

Property has at least two of the trees listed below. These "Keystone" species are important to the local ecosystem as they support a significant number of caterpillars that
provide food for many birds and animals. The "Keystone" tree species in our area are native species of: 
-oaks (Quercus), 
-cherries and plums (Prunus), 
-willows (Salix), 
-birch (Betula),
-cottonwoods (Populus), 
-maples and boxelders (Acer), 
-crabapples (Malus)

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management

Property has "soft landings," areas of native plants and/or fall leaves under trees to provide critical habitat for butterflies, moths, lightning bugs, and other beneficial
insects.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management 

Property has more than two native understory trees or shrubs that produce fruit, berries, or nuts for wildlife.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Management



32.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

33.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

34.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Adopts Green Yard Care and Gardening Practices

Definition: Lawn care, whether completed by homeowner or professional lawn company, is done with manual or electric lawn equipment. Whenever possible, organic methods for lawn and garden 
care are used. There is minimal use of insecticides, herbicides, and fertilizers. When necessary, the safest form is used, and all guidelines are followed to avoid improper use, runoff, overspray, 
drift, and lingering negative effects. 

Reason: Practicing sustainable methods in your lawn and gardens will (1) support natural processes; (2) reduce air, water, and soil pollution; (3) prevent the negative effects from gasoline powered 
equipment; and (4) reduce the negative effects of fertilizers and yard chemicals. These actions benefit both your yard and your neighbor's yard.

35.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

36.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Applicant maintains log, brush, or rock piles, stone walls, or other similar spaces for wildlife habitats.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity

Applicant provides habitat designed to support birds throughout the year. Note: bird houses should be cleaned each year and making windows bird safe by placing
window film or patterns on the glass.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity

Applicant provides habitat designed to support bats. Note: Any bat houses should be cleaned each year.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity

Lawn mowing equipment is electric or manual.

Benefits: Cleaner Air, Noise Reduction

All lawn care tasks, other than mowing, are done manually or with electric equipment. Examples: using rakes, hand tools, electric leaf blowers, and/or string trimmers.

Benefits: Cleaner Air, Noise Reduction



37.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

38.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

39.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Manages Water

Definition: Property is managed to encourage the absorption of rainwater on site and limit runoff. Practices are also designed to minimize municipal water use.

Reason: The absorption and use of rainwater on site supports plants and recharges groundwater, manages stormwater to minimize the negative effects on the community, local streams and rivers, 
and the environment, including flooding, erosion, and water pollution from nutrient, chemical, and sediment runoff.

40.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

41.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

Applicant does not use fertilizer or, if used, applies only organic fertilizer. When applied, care is taken to use at the correct time of year and in the correct quantities, to
avoid runoff.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Cleaner Water 

There is minimal or no use of herbicides, pesticides, and fungicides. If used, the applicant uses the safest method and follows all guidelines to ensure proper use and
avoid negative side effects.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water

Applicant allows fall leaves to remain undisturbed, where feasible. The remainder are used on the property for mulch or are composted.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Water, Water Conservation, Water Management 

Applicant uses rain barrels to collect rainwater.

Benefits: Water Conservation, Water Management

Applicant limits water usage by hand watering, using soaker hoses, drip irrigation, or other root-targeted watering methods and by watering in early morning or evening
to limit evaporation.

Benefit: Water Conservation, Water Management 



42.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

43.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

44.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

45.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

46.

Mark only one oval.

Yes

No

Other:

47.

Applicant does not water lawn grass, even during dry periods. Grass will go temporarily dormant during dry periods and will recover once it rains.

Benefit: Water Conservation

Property has at least one large tree. Large trees absorb and manage large quantities of rainwater.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Conservation, Water Management

The applicant maintains mulch or plantings under trees and shrubs instead of lawn grass to improve rainwater absorption.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Conservation, Water Management

Applicant encourages rainwater/stormwater absorption on site with rain gardens, buffers, vegetated swales, or other green stormwater management techniques.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Conservation, Water Management

Applicant has significantly reduced lawn grass by installing (preferably native) plants, trees, shrubs, perennials, or grasses.

Benefits: Increased Biodiversity, Beautification, Carbon Sequestration, Cleaner Air, Cleaner Water, Water Conservation, Water Management

If you have comments that are important to understand your application, please put here.



48.

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Additional Comments

 Forms

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms


CERTIFICATE

This certificate is presented to

Your Name Here
for their demonstrated commitment to the earth by planting native species, 
controlling invasive plants, increasing habitat, adopting green yard care and 

gardening practices, and managing water.

Craig McAnally
Township Manager

Jacy Toll
Board of Supervisors, Chair

Deborah Shreero
Environmental Advisory Board, Chair



Better Yards,
Better Whitemarsh,

Better Planet

This property is recognized by 
Whitemarsh Township
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. __________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP AUTHORIZING THE SALE 
OF REAL PROPERTY LOCATED AT 14 MARPLE LANE, PLYMOUTH MEETING, 
PENNSYLVANIA 19462, MONTGOMERY COUNTY PARCEL I.D. NO. 65-00-
01234-02-4  

WHEREAS, Whitemarsh Township is the legal owner of 14 Marple Lane, 
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462, Montgomery County Tax Parcel No, 65-00-01234-
02-4 (hereinafter referred to as the “Property”); and  

WHEREAS, the Township desires sell the Property through an 
advertisement for bids as permitted by the Whitemarsh Township Hone Rule 
Charter and the Pennsylvania Second-Class Township Code, 53 P.S. § 1503; and  

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Second-Class Township Code requires in part 
that, if the real property to be sold has an estimated fair market value greater 
than $6,000, then the advertisement shall be published once in one newspaper of 
general circulation not less than ten days prior to the date scheduled for the 
opening of bids and all bids shall be accepted on the condition that payment of 
the purchase price in full shall be made within 60 days of the acceptance of bids; 
and  

WHEREAS, the Property has an estimated fair market value over 
$6,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, Section 401(g) of the Township’s Home Rule Charter requires 
that the Board of Supervisors enact an ordinance to purchase, convey, or lease 
any real property; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of 
Whitemarsh Township that the Township Manager or his designee and the 
Township Solicitor are hereby authorized and directed by the Board of 
Supervisors to sell the Property through an advertisement for bids as permitted 
by law and take any and all further action as required to accomplish said sale 
including the preparation of an Invitation for Bids packet with related forms and 
advertising; and 
 
 BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any legal notice or advertisement shall 
also contain language that the Township has the right to reject all bids if the 
bids are deemed to be less than the fair market value of the Property. 
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ENACTED and ORDAINED this ___ day of ________________, 2026. 
 
 
ATTEST:     BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
      WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
 
 
_______________________  _____________________________ 
Craig McAnally, Secretary  Jacy Toll, Chair 
 

 

 









 

 
401 Plymouth Road, Suite 150 | Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462│Phone: 610-489-4949│Fax: 610-489-8447 

Gilmore & Associates, Inc. 
Building on a Foundation of Excellence 

www.gilmore-assoc.com 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 
TO:    Mr. Craig T. McAnally, Township Manager 
 
FROM:    Krista Heinrich, PE, Township Engineer  
 
DATE:    March 6, 2026 
 
RE:    2026 Road Improvements Program  
     
PROJECT NUMBER:  Bid Specification # 2026-02 
 
The preparation of the contract documents for the 2026 Road Program is nearing completion, and it is anticipated 
that authorization to bid the project will be considered by the Board of Supervisors at the March 12, 2026, public 
meeting so that the bid process can begin with a bid opening scheduled for Spring 2026.   Project completion 
should occur in Summer 2026. The following roadways have been scheduled for resurfacing: 
 

Name of Road 
PennDOT Road 

Number 
Length 

(LF) Width (feet) From To 

Copper Beech Drive T-317 2,635 33 Joshua Road Scarlet Oak Drive 

Gum Tree Lane T-623 401 29 Copper Beech Drive Cul-de-sac end 

Lombardy Circle T-320 384 25 Copper Beech Drive Cul-de-sac end 

Buttonwood Circle T-321 491 26 Copper Beech Drive Cul-de-sac end 

Firethorne Circle T-322 656 26 Copper Beech Drive Cul-de-sac end 

Scarlet Oak Drive T-598 2,049 30 Barren Hill Road Applewood Drive 

Red Maple Drive T-599 382 31 Scarlet Oak Drive Cul-de-sac end 

Hawthorn Circle T-600 269 31 Scarlet Oak Drive Cul-de-sac end 

Mimosa Circle T-323 434 30 Scarlet Oak Drive Cul-de-sac end 

Sugar Maple Lane T-319 1,398 32 Scarlet Oak Drive Joshua Road 

Locust Way T-624 661 28 Sugar Maple Lane Cul-de-sac end 

 
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requires curb ramps to be updated when a street or sidewalk 
is being "altered" through resurfacing.  ADA compliant concrete curb ramps will be constructed along the above 
mentioned roads, to allow their resurfacing to be scheduled for 2026, following planned utility work by PECO 
and Aqua Pennsylvania, currently underway. 
 
Additional road improvements may be added as identified by the Township Engineer and Director of Public 
Works, subject to availability of funding.  Should you have any questions or need further information regarding 
this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at this office. 



 

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 

To:  Board of Supervisors      

From:  Craig McAnally, Township Manager 

Subject:          AHSC motion to create a separate 501(c)(3)  

Date:  03.06.2026 

 
At the last Abolition Hall Sterring Committee (AHSC) meeting on Monday, March 2, 2026, the 
committee made a motion that was approved 4-0 to “create a 501(c)(3) to operate Abolition 
Hall , and to continue this development of the project, which includes: 

1. Programming consistent with the Karabots agreement with their generous donation to 
save the property;  

2. The Board of Supervisors and Karabots Foundation shall appoint a board and file the 
necessary paperwork with the state and the IRS to get accredited as a 501(c)(3);   

3. Create Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws laying out their responsibilities for 
programming, fundraising, buildings and land. In addition, the by-laws should have a 
“sunset” provision that states if a suitable partner is identified, the 501(c)(3) can be 
shutdown.     

This item has been placed on the BOS Agenda for Thursday, March 12, 2026 for discussion and 
potential vote to have the staff move forward with creating the documents needed for review.   

 

 

 



 
FROM THE DESK OF 

EDMOND ROHLFING SHINN, ESQUIRE 
   

 

NEW YORK  PENNSYLVANIA  (MAIN OFFICE) NEW JERSEY  
1470 BRUCKNER BOULEVARD 7001 MATHER LANE  911 BEACH AVENUE 
BRONX, NY 10473  FT. WASHINGTON, PA  19034  CAPE MAY, NJ 19034 
  TEL.:  (610) 308-6544   
  FAX:  (888) 237-8686  
  EShinn@ERSLawFirm.com 

 

Lot 1 is outlined in blue below is the land to be transferred to Ramos: 
 

 
 
Jose is willing to match the ½ acre of land with a ½ acre of newly dedicated public open space 
from their land bordering the Highlands. Here is a visual that depicts the concept:  
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Polygon

twoodrow
Callout
1/2 Ac of land from Highlands to Ramos


twoodrow
Polygon

twoodrow
Callout
1/2 ac of Ramos land to be opened to public access via easement in favor of the Highlands 

twoodrow
Text Box
Result of transaction :
Ramos land holdings goes to +10.0 Acs
Highlands gets 1.0 acs of public access land via easement over Ramos
Parcel Conveyed will continue to be open to public use
Ramos property will be subject to a conservation easement limiting the property to one single family dwelling and accessory structures 
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WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AUTHORIZING AND APPROVING THE 
ACQUISITION OF A CONSERVATION EASEMENT OVER A 9.5 +/- ACRE 
PORTION OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY TAX MAP PARCEL NOS. 65-00-
10609-01-8 and 65-00-10611-00-7; REPEALING ALL INCONSISTENT 
ORDINANCES OR PARTS THEREOF; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 WHEREAS, Jose L. Ramos and Lisa Ramos (“Ramos”) are the legal 
owners of Montgomery County Tax Map Parcel Nos. 65-00-10609-01-8 and 
65-00-10611-00-7 (the “Ramos Property”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to permanently preserve a 9.5 +/- acre portion of 
the Ramos Property (the “Open Space Parcel”), Ramos is entering into an 
agreement of sale (the “Agreement of Sale”) with Whitemarsh Township (the 
“Township”) to convey a conservation easement (the “Conservation 
Easement”) over the Open Space Parcel to the Township in exchange for One 
Dollar ($1.00) paid by the Township to Ramos and other good and valuable 
consideration; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in connection with the Conservation Easement, Ramos has 
agreed to create a new publicly-accessible open space area subject to an 
open space conservation easement on 0.5+/- acres of the Ramos Property 
adjoining the Highlands Historical Society (the “Highlands”), which is 
currently maintained and used by the Highlands and the public for passive 
recreational uses, the terms of which shall be similar to those contained in 
the Highlands’ conservation easement granted to Whitemarsh Township on 
or about December 10, 2021; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in connection with the Conservation Easement, the 
Township has also agreed to permit the Highlands to convey 0.5+/- acres to 
Ramos, subject to an existing public open space conservation easement held 
by Whitemarsh Township, in exchange for fair market-value consideration 
and a 99-year lease-back to the Highlands for nominal consideration, along 
with the newly-created 0.5+/- acres of open space on the Ramos Property, 
which the Township will review and have final approval of as part of this 
transaction; and 
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 WHEREAS, Section 401(g) of the Township’s Home Rule Charter 
requires that the Board of Supervisors enact an ordinance to purchase, 
convey, or lease any real property; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors desires to enact this Ordinance 
to authorize and approve the acquisition of the Conservation Easement over 
the Open Space Parcel pursuant to the terms of the Agreement of Sale with 
Ramos for the Conservation Easement; 
 
 NOW, THERERORE, be it, and it is hereby ORDAINED by the Board 
of Supervisors of Whitemarsh Township, and it is hereby ENACTED and 
ORDAINED by authority of same as follows: 
 
I. The Board of Supervisors of Whitemarsh Township hereby authorizes 
and approves the acquisition of the Conservation Easement over the Open 
Space Parcel pursuant to the Agreement of Sale with Ramos, and hereby 
approves the purchase price for the Conservation Easement of One Dollar 
($1.00).  A true and correct copy of the Conservation Easement is attached 
hereto as Exhibit “A” and incorporated herein by reference.  A true and 
correct copy of the Agreement of Sale is attached hereto as Exhibit “B” and 
incorporated herein by reference. 
 
II. The acquisition of the Conservation Easement is contingent on the 
following items being satisfied: 
 

1. The full execution of the Agreement of the Sale between Ramos and 
the Township for the purchase and sale of the Conservation 
Easement protecting the 9.5 +/- acres;  

2. The full execution of an agreement of sale between Ramos and the 
Highlands for the purchase and sale of 0.5+/- acres, conveyed with 
and subject to an existing open space conservation easement from 
the Highlands to Ramos with a 99-year lease-back to the Highlands; 

3. Agreement on the terms for the Conservation Easement protecting 
the 9.5+/- acres, which shall include 0.5 +/- acre of newly-created 
public open space for passive recreational uses;  

4. Agreement on the terms of a deed restriction for the Ramos 
property limiting the Ramos property to one (1) principal dwelling 
unit; and 

5. Approval of the subdivision plan for lot line changes; and 
6. Obtaining any other approvals to complete the transaction. 

 
III. The appropriate Township officers and officials are hereby authorized 
to execute all documents required to obtain the Conservation Easement, 
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including but not limited to, the Agreement of Sale and the Conservation 
Easement. 
 
IV. All ordinances or parts thereof inconsistent with the provisions of this 
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of the inconsistency. 
 
V. The provisions of this Ordinance are declared to be severable.  If any 
provision of this Ordinance is determined by a court of competent 
jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such determination shall have 
no effect on the remaining provisions of this Ordinance. 
 
VI. This Ordinance shall go into effect on the earliest date possible as 
permitted by the Township’s Charter. 
 
 ORDAINED and ENACTED this 9th day of April, 2026. 
 
ATTEST: BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
 
 
____________________  ______________________________ 
Craig McAnally, Secretary  By:  Jacy Toll, Chair 
 
 



Andrew G. Thomas 

Fire Marshal, Emergency Management Coordinator 

616 Germantown Pike 

Lafayette Hill, PA 19444 

Phone: 610-825-3535 ext. 2614 

Email: athomas@whitemarshtwp.org 

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 

To:    Craig McAnally, Township Manager   

From:     Andrew G. Thomas, Fire Marshal 

Subject: March 2026 (New) Ordinances and Ordinance Modifications 
 
Date:     3/6/2026 

 

NFPA Code Ordinance: 
Purpose 

The purpose of this ordinance is to strengthen fire prevention and life safety protections in Whitemarsh Township by 

adopting selected National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards and authorizing their enforcement where 

they address hazards not fully regulated by the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code (UCC). 

Why This Ordinance Is Necessary 

The Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code establishes minimum statewide building standards, primarily regulating 

the construction and installation of building systems. While these standards are important, they do not fully address 

many fire safety issues that arise after a building is constructed and occupied.  

Many of the most significant fire risks involve operations, maintenance, and hazardous activities, such as: 

• Inspection and maintenance of fire protection systems 

• Storage and use of hazardous materials 

• Commercial cooking operations 

• Fuel dispensing facilities 

• Temporary structures and special events 

• Construction site fire safety 

• Emergency generators and standby power systems 

• Energy storage systems and emerging technologies 

Without a local ordinance adopting these standards, the Township may have limited or unclear authority to enforce 

nationally recognized safety requirements addressing these conditions. 

Role of NFPA Standards 

NFPA codes and standards are widely recognized throughout the United States as the leading technical standards for 

fire prevention and life safety. They are used by fire departments, municipalities, insurance carriers, and regulatory 

agencies to manage fire risks in buildings and hazardous operations. 

mailto:athomas@whitemarshtwp.org
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The proposed ordinance adopts specific NFPA standards that provide clear technical requirements for fire protection 

systems, hazardous activities, and operational safety practices that are not fully covered by the UCC.  

Legal Structure of the Ordinance 

The ordinance has been written to ensure it does not conflict with the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code. 

Instead, it supplements statewide standards by addressing matters the UCC does not regulate. 

Specifically, the ordinance: 

• Recognizes the UCC as the governing code for construction and permitting. 

• Authorizes enforcement of NFPA standards for operations, maintenance, inspections, and existing buildings. 

• Clarifies enforcement authority for the Township Fire Marshal 

• Ensures the ordinance operates within the Township’s municipal police powers under Pennsylvania law.  

Public Safety Benefits 

Adopting this ordinance will: 

• Improve life safety for residents, workers, and visitors. 

• Enhance firefighter and emergency responder safety. 

• Establish clear inspection and maintenance standards. 

• Address modern fire hazards and emerging technologies. 

• Provide consistent enforcement of nationally recognized fire safety standards. 

Conclusion 

This ordinance allows Whitemarsh Township to address real-world fire hazards that occur during building occupancy 

and operation—areas not fully regulated by statewide construction codes. By adopting these NFPA standards, the 

Township will strengthen fire prevention efforts and better protect the health, safety, and welfare of the community.  

 
EV Charging Ordinance: 
Purpose of the Ordinance 

The proposed ordinance establishes fire protection and life-safety requirements for electric vehicle (EV) charging 

stations located inside parking structures in Whitemarsh Township. The ordinance focuses on protecting building 

occupants, property, and emergency responders from the unique fire hazards associated with electric vehicle battery 

systems.  

Why This Ordinance Is Necessary 

Electric vehicles are powered by large lithium-ion battery systems that behave very differently in fires compared to 

traditional gasoline vehicles. When damaged, overheated, or involved in a fire, these batteries can experience a 

condition known as thermal runaway, which can cause: 

• Extremely high heat release 

• Rapid fire growth 
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• Re-ignition even after suppression 

• Fires that burn for extended periods 

• Ignition of nearby vehicles 

These hazards can be more dangerous in enclosed or partially enclosed parking structures, where heat and smoke 

can accumulate and where firefighters may have limited access to the burning vehicle.  As EV adoption continues to 

increase, the installation of EV charging stations inside parking garages and structured parking facilities is becoming 

much more common. Charging vehicles may remain connected to electrical equipment for extended periods, which 

can increase the potential for electrical faults or battery failures. 

Gap in Current Codes 

While the International Fire Code and NFPA standards address many aspects of fire protection, they do not currently 

provide specific sprinkler design requirements for parking spaces actively associated with EV charging stations.  This 

means that under existing codes, EV charging areas in parking structures may receive the same fire protection as 

conventional vehicle parking, even though EV battery fires can present greater fire intensity and duration.  The 

proposed ordinance addresses this gap by establishing targeted fire protection measures specifically for EV charging 

spaces. 

What the Ordinance Does 

The ordinance establishes reasonable and focused safety requirements, including: 

• Enhanced sprinkler protection for parking spaces associated with EV charging stations 

• Limited fire area sizes for EV charging locations 

• Fire-rated separation in buildings that do not have sprinkler protection 

• Adequate water supply and hose stream capacity for fire suppression 

• Automatic power shutoff to EV chargers during fire events in certain situations 

• Performance-based design options when alternative fire protection solutions provide equivalent safety 

Importantly, these requirements apply only to areas associated with EV charging stations, not entire buildings. 

Applicability 

The ordinance applies to most occupancies that install EV charging stations inside structures, including: 

• Parking garages 

• Mixed-use buildings 

• Commercial structures 

• Multi-family residential buildings 

It does not apply to single-family residential buildings (Group R-3).  

The requirements are triggered when EV charging stations are installed, expanded, relocated, or when related 

electrical or fire protection systems are modified. 

Public Safety Benefits 

Adopting this ordinance will: 
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• Reduce the risk of rapid fire spread in parking structures. 

• Improve life safety for residents, workers, and visitors. 

• Protect adjacent vehicles and building structures. 

• Improve firefighter safety and response capability. 

• Ensure the Township proactively addresses emerging technology hazards. 

Conclusion 

Electric vehicle technology is evolving rapidly, and the number of EV charging installations in parking structures 

continues to grow. This ordinance allows Whitemarsh Township to address a known and emerging fire hazard in a 

targeted and technically sound manner, while remaining consistent with existing building and fire codes.   The 

ordinance represents a proactive safety measure designed to protect the public, property, and emergency 

responders as EV infrastructure expands within the Township. 

 

Live Christmas Tree Ordinance: 
Purpose 

The purpose of the proposed ordinance is to reduce a well-documented seasonal fire hazard associated with natural 

(live cut) Christmas trees in buildings that contain multiple occupants or members of the public. The ordinance would 

prohibit natural Christmas trees in multi-family residential, commercial, and public buildings, while still permitting 

them in one- and two-family dwellings.  

Background 

Natural Christmas trees can become extremely combustible as they dry out. Fire service testing has shown that a dry 

tree can ignite and become fully involved in fire in seconds, producing intense heat and rapid flame spread. 

Common ignition sources include: 

• Decorative lighting 

• Electrical wiring or extension cords 

• Candles or open flames 

• Heating equipment 

When ignition occurs, the resulting fire can grow rapidly and produce large amounts of smoke, which may block 

escape routes and endanger occupants. 

Increased Risk in Multi-Occupant Buildings 

The risk posed by Christmas tree fires is significantly greater in buildings such as: 

• Apartment and condominium buildings 

• Commercial occupancies 

• Public buildings and assembly spaces 
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In these environments: 

• Many occupants may be present. 

• Occupants may be unfamiliar with exits. 

• A fire in a common area can affect multiple units. 

• Evacuation may take longer due to the number of occupants. 

A rapidly developing fire in these settings can place large numbers of people at risk within a very short period of 

time. 

Proposed Ordinance 

The proposed ordinance would: 

• Prohibit natural Christmas trees in buildings other than one- or two-family dwellings. 

• Allow natural Christmas trees in one- and two-family homes, provided they are maintained in a safe 

condition and do not obstruct exits. 

• Authorize enforcement by the Township Fire Marshal or authorized designee.  

Public Safety Benefit 

Adopting this ordinance would: 

• Reduce the likelihood of rapid fire spread in multi-occupant buildings 

• Improve life safety for residents and building occupants 

• Reduce risks to firefighters and emergency responders 

• Address a known and preventable seasonal fire hazard 

This ordinance represents a simple and proactive fire prevention measure designed to protect the health, safety, and 

welfare of the residents of Whitemarsh Township. 

Mobile Food Vendor Ordinance (Modification)  

Section 85-19. Permit Required 

Subsection (D) Persons operating under a special event permit issued by the Township are exempt from the 

permit required by this §85-19. 

We would like to remove the exemption from persons operating under a special event permit.  

 

 



 

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

ORDINANCE NO. ______ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF WHITEMARSH 
TOWNSHIP BY ADOPTING AND INCORPORATING CERTAIN NATIONAL FIRE 
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION (NFPA) CODES AND STANDARDS; ESTABLISHING 
LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS; PROVIDING FOR SUPPLEMENTAL FIRE 
PREVENTION REGULATIONS NOT PREEMPTED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA UNIFORM 
CONSTRUCTION CODE; ESTABLISHING ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT 
AUTHORITY; AND PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES. 

 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE 

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Whitemarsh Township NFPA 
Standards Adoption and Fire Safety Ordinance.” 

 

SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS 

The Board of Supervisors of Whitemarsh Township hereby makes the following legislative 
findings and determinations: 

A. Whitemarsh Township is a Second Class Township with full authority under the Second 
Class Township Code, the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, and the general 
police powers of the Commonwealth to adopt ordinances necessary to protect public 
health, safety, and welfare. 

B. The Pennsylvania Construction Code Act (Act 45 of 1999, as amended) and the 
Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code (UCC) establish statewide minimum 
construction standards and adopt the 2021 International Fire Code (IFC) as the baseline 
fire code for Pennsylvania. 

C. The Board recognizes that the UCC and IFC establish minimum statewide standards, 
and that municipalities retain independent authority to adopt and enforce fire prevention 
and life safety regulations that are not expressly preempted by the UCC. 

D. Pennsylvania law does not preempt municipalities from adopting fire prevention 
regulations governing: 



 

1. Existing buildings and occupancies; 

2. Operations and maintenance activities; 

3. Hazardous materials storage and use; 

4. Emergency response and fire department access; 

5. Inspection, testing, and maintenance of fire protection systems; 

6. Temporary structures and special events; and 

7. Matters of public safety not specifically regulated by the UCC. 

E. Numerous NFPA standards address operational and maintenance issues, inspection 
requirements, hazardous activities, and existing conditions that are not within the scope 
of the UCC’s construction permitting provisions. 

F. The Board of Supervisors determines that adoption of selected NFPA standards is 
necessary to: 

1. Protect life and property; 

2. Promote firefighter and emergency responder safety; 

3. Provide consistent inspection and maintenance requirements; 

4. Address modern hazards such as energy storage systems, hazardous materials, and 
fuel dispensing facilities; 

5. Regulate activities and occupancies not fully addressed by the UCC. 

G. The Board further determines that this Ordinance is intended to operate: 

1. Concurrently with the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code where applicable; 
and 

2. Independently of the UCC where matters are not expressly preempted. 

H. It is the express intent of the Board that this Ordinance be interpreted in a manner 
consistent with Pennsylvania law so as to avoid any conflict with the Uniform Construction 
Code while fully exercising the Township’s independent police powers. 

 

SECTION 3. CREATION OF NEW CODE CHAPTER 



 

The Code of Ordinances of Whitemarsh Township is hereby amended to add the following 
Chapter: 

 

CHAPTER ___ 

FIRE PREVENTION – NFPA STANDARDS 

 

§ ___-1. Purpose and Intent. 

A. This Chapter is enacted to establish comprehensive fire prevention, life safety, and 
property protection regulations within Whitemarsh Township. 

B. This Chapter is intended to supplement, and not to conflict with, the Pennsylvania 
Uniform Construction Code. 

C. Where a matter is regulated by the UCC, the UCC shall govern construction permitting 
and design requirements. 

D. Where a matter involves operations, maintenance, inspection, testing, hazardous 
activities, existing buildings, or conditions not regulated by the UCC, this Chapter shall 
govern. 

 

§ ___-2. Adoption of NFPA Standards. 

The following National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) standards are hereby adopted 
and incorporated by reference: 

1. NFPA 1 – Fire Code (2021 Edition) 

2. NFPA 10 – Portable Fire Extinguishers (2018 Edition) 

3. NFPA 13 – Sprinkler Systems (2019 Edition) 

4. NFPA 13D – Residential Sprinklers (2019 Edition) 

5. NFPA 13R – Low-Rise Residential Sprinklers (2019 Edition) 

6. NFPA 14 – Standpipe and Hose Systems (2019 Edition) 

7. NFPA 24 – Private Fire Service Mains (2019 Edition) 

8. NFPA 30 – Flammable and Combustible Liquids (2021 Edition) 



 

9. NFPA 30A – Motor Fuel Dispensing Facilities (2021 Edition) 

10. NFPA 54 – National Fuel Gas Code (2021 Edition) 

11. NFPA 58 – Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code (2020 Edition) 

12. NFPA 70 – National Electrical Code (2020 Edition) 

13. NFPA 72 – Fire Alarm and Signaling Code (2019 Edition) 

14. NFPA 88A – Parking Structures (2019 Edition) 

15. NFPA 96 – Commercial Cooking Operations (2021 Edition) 

16. NFPA 101 – Life Safety Code (2021 Edition) 

17. NFPA 102 – Tents, Membrane Structures, and Grandstands (2019 Edition) 

18. NFPA 110 – Emergency and Standby Power Systems (2019 Edition) 

19. NFPA 241- Standard for Safeguarding Construction, Alteration, and Demolition 
Operations 

20. NFPA 400 – Hazardous Materials Code (2019 Edition) 

21. NFPA 855 – Energy Storage Systems (2020 Edition) 

 

§ ___-3. Scope of Enforcement. 

A. UCC-Related Enforcement. 
Where any adopted NFPA standard is expressly referenced by the 2021 International Fire 
Code or Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code, such standard shall be enforced as part 
of the UCC for all matters of construction, design, installation, and permitting. 

B. Independent Township Enforcement. 
Where any adopted NFPA standard addresses matters not expressly regulated by the 
UCC—including but not limited to operations, maintenance, inspection, testing, existing 
buildings, hazardous activities, and temporary conditions—such standards shall be 
independently enforceable under the Township’s police powers. 

C. This Chapter is specifically intended to authorize enforcement of: 

1. Inspection, testing, and maintenance of fire protection systems; 

2. Hazardous materials storage and use; 



 

3. Operational fire safety requirements; 

4. Temporary structures and special events; 

5. Emergency generator maintenance and testing; 

6. Fuel dispensing operations; 

7. Energy storage systems; and 

8. Any other activities affecting public safety not preempted by the UCC. 

 

§ ___-4. No Preemption Intended. 

A. Nothing in this Chapter shall be interpreted to regulate matters exclusively governed by 
the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code. 

B. If any provision of an adopted NFPA standard is determined to be preempted by the UCC 
as applied to a particular condition, such provision shall be deemed inapplicable only to 
the extent of such preemption, and all remaining provisions shall remain in full force and 
effect. 

C. The Township expressly reserves the right to enforce adopted NFPA standards to the 
maximum extent permitted by Pennsylvania law. 

 

§ ___-5. Administration and Authority. 

A. The Fire Marshal, Code Enforcement Officers, and other authorized officials are hereby 
empowered to enforce this Chapter. 

B. The Fire Marshal is authorized to: 

1. Conduct inspections; 

2. Order corrections of unsafe conditions; 

3. Require documentation of inspection and maintenance; 

4. Issue notices of violation; 

5. Establish administrative policies; and 

6. Enforce all adopted NFPA standards as authorized herein. 

 



 

§ ___-6. More Stringent Standard to Govern. 

Where a conflict exists between an adopted NFPA standard and the 2021 International Fire 
Code, the more stringent requirement shall govern except where preempted by the 
Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code. 

 

§ ___-7. Violations and Penalties. 

Any person violating this Chapter shall be subject to fines and penalties as provided by the 
Township Code. Each day a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

 

§ ___-8. Appeals. 

Appeals shall be in accordance with applicable provisions of the Pennsylvania 
Construction Code Act where UCC matters are involved, and through Township 
administrative appeal procedures for non-UCC matters. 

 

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY AND SAVINGS CLAUSE 

A. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable. 

B. If any provision is determined to be preempted or invalid as applied to a particular 
circumstance, such determination shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this 
Ordinance. 

C. It is the express intent of the Board that this Ordinance remain in effect to the fullest 
extent permitted by Pennsylvania law. 

 

SECTION 5. REPEALER 

All inconsistent ordinances are repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 

SECTION 6. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after enactment. 

 



 

ENACTED AND ORDAINED this _____ day of __________, 2026. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 

 

Chair 

ATTEST: 

 

Township Secretary 

 



 

ORDINANCE NO. ____ 

AN ORDINANCE OF Whitemarsh Township, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, 

REGULATING FIRE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING 
STATIONS IN STRUCTURED PARKING FACILITIES 

 

WHEREAS 

The Board of Supervisors of Whitemarsh Township is authorized under the Pennsylvania 
Second Class Township Code, the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code (Act 45 of 
1999, as amended), and the International Fire Code, as adopted and amended by the 
Township, to enact ordinances necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare; 
and 

WHEREAS, electric vehicles utilize large-capacity lithium-ion battery systems that present 
unique fire hazards, including but not limited to thermal runaway, cascading ignition, 
prolonged fire duration, high heat release rates, and limited accessibility for fire 
suppression; and 

WHEREAS, the installation and operation of electric vehicle charging stations within 
enclosed or partially enclosed parking structures increases potential risk to occupants, 
property, adjacent vehicles, and emergency responders; and 

WHEREAS, the International Fire Code and NFPA 13 do not fully or specifically address 
sprinkler protection design criteria for parking spaces actively associated with electric 
vehicle charging stations; and 

WHEREAS, the Township has determined that additional local regulation is necessary to 
mitigate these hazards in a manner consistent with adopted model codes and nationally 
recognized fire protection standards; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of 
Whitemarsh Township, Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, as follows: 

 

SECTION  1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS AND DETERMINATIONS 

The Board of Supervisors of Whitemarsh Township hereby makes the following 
findings and determinations, which are declared to be legislative facts: 

A. General Authority and Duty 



 

1. The Township is authorized and obligated under the Pennsylvania Uniform 
Construction Code (35 P.S. § 7210.101 et seq.), the Second Class Township 
Code, and its adopted International Fire Code to enact reasonable regulations 
necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. 

2. The Uniform Construction Code expressly recognizes the authority of the local 
Authority Having Jurisdiction to interpret, administer, and enforce adopted 
codes, including the approval of alternative materials, methods, and designs, 
and the imposition of locally justified fire protection measures where 
necessary to address specific hazards. 

 

B. Documented Fire and Life Safety Hazards 

3. Electric vehicles utilize high-energy lithium-ion battery systems that present 
fire characteristics fundamentally different from internal combustion engine 
vehicles, including but not limited to: 

o Thermal runaway and re-ignition, 

o Extended fire duration and heat release, 

o Cascading ignition of adjacent vehicles, 

o Limited accessibility for fire suppression, 

o Increased hookup hazards during active charging. 

4. The Board finds that these hazards are magnified when electric vehicle charging 
occurs within enclosed or partially enclosed parking structures due to heat 
accumulation, smoke migration, structural exposure, and delayed fire 
department access. 

 

C. Insufficiency of Prescriptive Model Codes 

5. The Board specifically finds that neither the International Fire Code nor NFPA 
13, as adopted, fully or directly addresses sprinkler design density or fire area 
separation for parking spaces actively associated with electric vehicle charging 
stations. 

6. The absence of explicit prescriptive requirements in model codes does not 
equate to an absence of hazard, and model codes expressly contemplate the 



 

need for local interpretation and supplementation where emerging 
technologies or site-specific conditions present increased risk. 

 

D. Rational Basis for Enhanced Protection 

7. The Board finds that enhanced fire protection requirements for parking spaces 
associated with electric vehicle charging stations are narrowly tailored to apply 
only to those areas presenting increased risk and do not impose blanket 
upgrades on entire parking facilities. 

8. The Board further finds that the fire protection measures required by this 
Ordinance—including enhanced sprinkler design density, limited fire area size, 
fire-rated separation, water supply criteria, and power shutoff integration—are: 

o Technically supported by nationally recognized fire protection principles, 

o Proportionate to the identified hazard, 

o Consistent with the intent of adopted model codes, 

o No more restrictive than necessary to achieve life safety objectives. 

 

E. Consistency with the Uniform Construction Code 

9. The Board finds that this Ordinance does not conflict with, supersede, or 
preempt the Uniform Construction Code, but rather constitutes a lawful local 
exercise of authority addressing fire operational hazards and enforcement 
discretion expressly reserved to local jurisdictions. 

10. This Ordinance does not amend or alter construction classifications under the 
UCC, but establishes fire protection criteria applicable to specific operational 
conditions occurring after occupancy or during use of a structure. 

 

F. Reasonableness and Due Process 

11. The Board finds that this Ordinance provides clear standards, objective criteria, 
and defined limits, thereby avoiding arbitrary or capricious enforcement. 



 

12. The Ordinance further provides for administrative review, alternative 
compliance through performance-based design, and appeal procedures 
consistent with due process requirements under Pennsylvania law. 

 

G. Public Safety Determination 

13. The Board determines that failure to regulate electric vehicle charging within 
structured parking facilities would present an unreasonable risk to life safety, 
property, and emergency responders. 

14. The Board therefore finds that adoption of this Ordinance is necessary, 
reasonable, and in the public interest, and represents a valid exercise of the 
Township’s police powers. 

 

SECTION  2. FINDINGS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE 

The above findings are hereby incorporated into every permit decision, enforcement 
action, variance determination, and appeal arising under this Ordinance and shall be 
given deference as legislative facts. 

 

SECTION 3. PURPOSE AND INTENT 

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish minimum fire protection and life safety 
requirements for parking spaces associated with electric vehicle charging stations located 
within new and existing structures. The intent of this Ordinance is to provide enhanced 
sprinkler protection or equivalent fire-resistive separation where electric vehicle charging 
presents a higher fire risk than conventional vehicle parking. 

 

SECTION 4. APPLICABILITY 

A. This Ordinance shall apply to all occupancies except Group R-3 that contain electric 
vehicle charging stations within a structure, including but not limited to parking garages, 
enclosed parking facilities, and mixed-use structures. 

B. This Ordinance applies to Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4 electric vehicle 
charging stations, and to all parking spaces associated with such chargers. 



 

C. This Ordinance shall apply to new construction and to existing buildings, without 
regard to the date of original construction, certificate of occupancy, or prior code approval, 
whenever any of the following occur: 

1. The installation of a new electric vehicle charging station; 

2. The replacement, relocation, expansion, or increase in capacity of any existing 
electric vehicle charging station; 

3. The modification, extension, replacement, or alteration of any portion of a fire 
sprinkler system serving a parking structure or area containing electric vehicle 
charging stations; or 

4. Any permit, approval, or work affecting electrical service, fire protection systems, or 
parking configuration that increases or intensifies electric vehicle charging use. 

D. For purposes of this Ordinance, the occurrence of any condition listed in subsection 
C shall constitute a change in use and operational fire hazard, rendering the affected 
area subject to the requirements of this Ordinance irrespective of prior approvals or 
nonconforming status. 

SECTION 4.1. NONCONFORMING CONDITIONS AND GRANDFATHERING 

A. Electric vehicle charging stations and associated parking spaces are deemed active 
operational hazards, not static building features. 

B. No provision of this Ordinance shall be construed to exempt any structure, system, or 
installation from compliance based solely upon the date of construction, prior certificate 
of occupancy, or lawful nonconforming status. 

C. Any claim of grandfathered status shall be extinguished upon the occurrence of any 
event listed in Section 4(C), including but not limited to the addition of electric vehicle 
charging equipment or modification of fire sprinkler systems. 

D. This Ordinance regulates current use, operation, and fire protection performance, 
and shall not be construed as a retroactive building code amendment. 

 

 

SECTION 5. DEFINITIONS 

Electric Vehicle (EV): A motor vehicle powered in whole or in part by an electric motor 
drawing current from rechargeable batteries. 



 

EV Charging Station: Equipment designed to supply electric power for recharging electric 
vehicles. 

Parking Space Associated with an EV Charging Station: Any parking space within a 
structure that is provided with an electric vehicle charging port, including where a single 
charging station serves multiple spaces via extension charging equipment. 

 

SECTION 6. SPRINKLER PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS 

6.1 New Buildings – Sprinklered 

Where a fire sprinkler system is required by code in a new building, parking spaces 
associated with EV charging stations shall be protected by a fire sprinkler system designed 
in accordance with NFPA 13 (2019 Edition), Extra Hazard Group II (EH-2) with a minimum 
design density of 0.40 gpm/sq. ft. 

For EV charging areas less than 2,500 square feet, the EH-2 design area shall extend a 
minimum of three (3) feet beyond the perimeter of the EV charging parking space(s) and 
shall not be required to extend fifteen (15) feet beyond the perimeter as otherwise required 
by NFPA 13. 

 

6.2 Existing Buildings – Sprinklered 

Where EV charging stations are installed in existing sprinklered buildings, the sprinkler 
system shall be augmented to provide EH-2 protection over the associated EV charging 
parking spaces under a separate sprinkler permit. 

Where augmentation to EH-2 is not feasible without upgrading the fire service or water 
supply, the designer shall demonstrate to the Whitemarsh Township Fire Marshal’s Office 
(WTFMO) the maximum achievable sprinkler density and spacing, in combination with 
one-hour fire-rated wall separation as provided in Section 7. 

 

6.3 Hydraulic Design Areas 

Hydraulic calculations shall include a minimum sprinkler operation area of 1,500 square 
feet, or up to 2,500 square feet, encompassing the EV charging spaces and extending 
three (3) feet beyond their perimeter. 

 



 

EH-2 design areas may be reduced to not less than 2,000 square feet where permitted by 
NFPA 13 through the use of high-temperature or K-11.2 sprinklers. 

 

6.4 Triggering Events – Existing Sprinkler Systems 

Any alteration, extension, relocation, replacement, or hydraulic recalculation of an existing 
fire sprinkler system serving a parking structure or area containing electric vehicle charging 
stations shall require the system to be evaluated and, where applicable, upgraded to 
comply with this Ordinance for the affected area. 

Such work shall be deemed a voluntary or mandatory system modification that eliminates 
any exemption based on prior code compliance. 

 

 

SECTION 7. NON-SPRINKLERED OR PARTIALLY SPRINKLERED BUILDINGS 

Where a fire sprinkler system is not required or not provided, EV charging parking spaces 
shall be separated from other areas of the structure by one-hour fire-rated wall 
assemblies on three (3) sides. 

The maximum continuous fire area so separated shall not exceed 1,500 square feet or 
seven (7) EV charging stations, whichever is less. 

 

SECTION 8. WATER SUPPLY, HOSE STREAMS, AND FIRE PUMPS 

A. Hose stream allowances shall comply with EH-2 requirements, with a minimum of 250 
gpm for areas under 1,500 square feet and 500 gpm for areas equal to or greater than 
1,500 square feet. 

B. Fire pumps and water storage tanks serving EV charging areas shall be sized to meet 
required flow, pressure, and duration without reliance on external hydrant supply unless 
specifically designed to do so. 

 

SECTION 9. FIRE ALARM AND POWER SHUTOFF 

Buildings containing Level 3 and Level 4 EV chargers shall be provided with a sprinkler 
waterflow switch connected to the fire alarm or monitoring system. Activation of the 



 

waterflow switch shall initiate automatic shutdown of power to EV chargers serving the 
affected area. Level 2 Chargers may be installed with a clearly marked emergency shutoff 
located a minimum of 25 feet from the charging space.  

 

SECTION 10. PERFORMANCE-BASED ALTERNATIVES 

Where strict compliance with this Ordinance is not practicable, the Township Fire Marshal 
may approve a performance-based fire protection design that demonstrates equivalency 
or superior protection consistent with the intent of this Ordinance and NFPA 13. Pre-
application meetings may be required. 

 

SECTION 11. ENFORCEMENT AND APPEALS 

This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Whitemarsh Township Fire Marshal and Building 
Code Official. Any person aggrieved by a determination under this Ordinance may appeal 
in accordance with the Pennsylvania Uniform Construction Code. 

SECTION 11.1. UNIFORM CONSTRUCTION CODE AND ZONING CONSISTENCY 

A. This Ordinance is enacted pursuant to the Township’s authority to administer and 
enforce the Uniform Construction Code and the International Fire Code as adopted. 

B. This Ordinance does not regulate land use, density, or zoning classification, but instead 
establishes fire protection requirements applicable to specific operational conditions. 

C. Nothing herein shall be construed as conflicting with or preempted by the Pennsylvania 
Uniform Construction Code, as this Ordinance addresses fire operational hazards and 
enforcement discretion expressly reserved to the local Authority Having Jurisdiction. 

 

 

SECTION 12. SEVERABILITY 

If any provision of this Ordinance is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the 
remaining provisions, which shall remain in full force and effect. 

 

SECTION 13. EFFECTIVE DATE 

This Ordinance shall take effect five (5) days after enactment as required by law. 



WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

 
ORDINANCE NO. ______ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP, MONTGOMERY 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF 
WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP TO ADD REGULATIONS PROHIBITING THE 
PLACEMENT, DISPLAY, OR USE OF NATURAL (LIVE-CUT) CHRISTMAS 
TREES IN CERTAIN BUILDINGS IN WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF FIRE SAFETY;  REPEALING ALL INCONSISTENT 
ORDINANCES OR PARTS THEREOF; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY 
CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township Fire Marshal has determined that natural 
(live-cut) Christmas trees present a significant fire hazard due to drying, 
ignition potential, and rapid flame spread and recommended to the Board of 
Supervisors that regulations be added prohibiting natural Christmas trees in 
multi-family, commercial, and public buildings in Whitemarsh Township to 
better protect the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of Whitemarsh 
Township and the general public; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors has determined that it is in the 
best interests of the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of 
Whitemarsh Township and the general public to amend the current 
regulations prohibiting natural Christmas trees in multi-family, commercial, 
and public buildings is necessary to protect residents, occupants, and 
emergency responders in Whitemarsh Township to add the safety provisions 
recommended by the Township Fire Marshal; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, be it ORDAINED by the Board of Supervisors of 
Whitemarsh Township, and it is hereby ENACTED and ORDAINED by 
authority of same as follows: 
 
I. Section ____. of the Code of Ordinances of Whitemarsh Township is 
ordained and enacted as follows,: 

SECTION 1. Definitions 

For purposes of this ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings 
set forth below: 



1. Natural Christmas Tree. 
A cut, live evergreen tree, including fir, pine, spruce, or similar 
species, used for seasonal or holiday decoration. 

2. Building. 
Any structure used or intended for the shelter, support, or enclosure of 
persons, animals, or property, as defined by the Whitemarsh Township 
Building Code and Fire Code. 

3. One- or Two-Family Dwelling. 
A residential building designed for and occupied exclusively by one (1) 
or two (2) families, as defined by the applicable Township codes. 

 

SECTION 2. Prohibition of Natural Christmas Trees 

A. General Rule. 
Except as provided in subsection (B), no person shall place, display, 
maintain, or permit a Natural Christmas Tree within any building 
located in Whitemarsh Township. 

B. Exception. 
This prohibition shall not apply to Natural Christmas Trees located 
within one- or two-family dwellings, provided such dwellings are used 
solely for residential purposes and not for commercial, assembly, or public 
occupancy. 

SECTION 3. Fire Safety Requirements for Permitted Trees 

Any Natural Christmas Tree permitted pursuant to Section 2(B) shall: 

1. Be maintained in a fresh condition and adequately watered to minimize 
drying; 

2. Not obstruct any means of egress, hallway, stairway, or exit; and 
3. Comply with all applicable provisions of the Whitemarsh Township Fire 

Code regarding electrical wiring, decorative lighting, and combustible 
materials. 

 
SECTION 4. Enforcement 

A. This ordinance shall be enforced by the Whitemarsh Township Fire 
Marshal, or their authorized designees. 



B. Enforcement officials are authorized to conduct inspections in accordance 
with applicable law to ensure compliance with this ordinance. 

 
II. The provision of this Ordinance are declared to be severable.  If any 
provision of this Ordinance is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to 
be invalid or unconstitutional, such determination shall have no effect on the 
remaining provisions of this Ordinance or on the provisions of the Code of 
Ordinances or Whitemarsh Township. 
 
III. This Ordinance shall become effective on the day following its legal 
enactment. 
 
IV.  Violations and penalties. The Township Fire Marshal or his or her 
designee shall enforce the provisions of this § __. Any person or entity that 
violates the provisions of this § __, if found guilty of a summary offense by a 
Magisterial District Judge in the same manner provided for the enforcement 
of summary offenses under the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure, 
shall pay a fine of not more than $1,000 or undergo imprisonment for not 
more than 90 days 
 
 ENACTED and ORDAINED this 12th day of March, 2026. 
 
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
       WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
 
 
_________________________  __________________________ 
Craig McAnally, Secretary   Jacy Toll, Chair 
 



Chapter 37. Alarms 

§ 37-13. Violations and penalties. 

A.  

Penalties for false alarms shall be as follows: 

[Amended 2-11-1999 by Ord. No. 718] 

(1)  

Intentional false alarms: not less than $500 but no more than $1,000. 

(2)  

False alarm activation after three false alarm activations within any twelve-month period: a 
fine of not less than $500 nor greater than $1,000 for the fourth and subsequent false alarm 
activations. 

[Added 12-10-2020 by Ord. No. 1006] 

B.  

Any person or persons, corporations, partnership or other entity whatsoever violating any of 
the provisions of this chapter, other than false alarms, shall, upon conviction, be 
sentenced to pay a fine not to exceed the maximum fine of $1,000, plus costs of 
prosecution, and in default of payment of such costs of prosecution, imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding 30 days; provided, however, that if the District Justice determines that 
the defendant is without the financial means to pay the fines and costs immediately or in a 
single remittance, such defendant shall be permitted to pay the fines or costs in 
installments and over such periods of time as the District Justice deems to be just. 

Chapter 85. Canvassing, Peddling and/or Soliciting 

Article II. Mobile Food Vendors 

[Adopted 10-7-2024 by Ord. No. 1043] 

§ 85-17. Definitions. 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

MOBILE FOOD VENDOR 



A van, truck, towed trailer, or pushcart, in which food is prepared (and in which prepared 
foods are transported), sold, or given away at a temporary location, often referred to as a 
food truck. 

RESPONSIBLE PARTY 

The person in control of, or having the responsibility for, the operation of a mobile food 
vendor which may include, but is not limited to, the owner of the mobile food vendor. 

§ 85-18. Scope. 

A.  

The provisions of this article apply to mobile food vendors engaged in the business of 
cooking, preparing, and distributing food or beverage with or without charge upon or in 
public and private restricted spaces. 

B.  

Mobile food vendors are prohibited in residential districts as said term is defined in 
Chapter 116, Zoning, of the Whitemarsh Township Code, and in other districts on 
properties used exclusively for residential purposes. Mobile food vendors may be permitted 
on any property with an approved special events permit. 

§ 85-19. Permit required. 

A.  

It is unlawful for any person to operate a mobile food vendor within the Township as a 
responsible party, as defined in this article, without having first obtained a permit from the 
Township for that purpose. 

B.  

Each mobile food vendor must comply with all federal, state and local licensing 
requirements, including but not limited to, the Montgomery County Health Department, as 
well as all other permitting regulations. 

C.  

Each responsible party shall prominently display all required permits on the mobile food 
vendor. 

D.  



Persons operating under a special event permit issued by the Township are exempt 
from the permit required by this § 85-19. Remove (D) We would like to remove the 
exemption from persons operating under a special event permit. 

E.  

All mobile food vendors must be inspected by the Whitemarsh Township Fire Marshal's 
Office prior to operation within Whitemarsh Township. 

F.  

A certificate of insurance, along with all required endorsements, naming Whitemarsh 
Township, its officers, employees and agents as additional insureds, to be provided to the 
Township prior to operation of a mobile food vendor, indicating that the applicant 
possesses or will obtain public liability insurance in the form of a comprehensive general 
liability insurance policy with the following minimum limits: 

(1)  

$500,000 for each person for bodily injury; 

(2)  

$1,000,000 for each occurrence of bodily injury; and 

(3)  

$250,000 for each occurrence of property damage; 

(4)  

Or $1,000,000 for each occurrence of combined single limit bodily injury and property 
damage; and if food or nonalcoholic beverages are to be sold or served by the mobile food 
vendor, such policy shall also include an endorsement for product liability in an amount 
not less than $500,000. If alcoholic beverages are to be sold or served by the mobile food 
vendor, the policy shall also include an endorsement for liquor liability in an amount not 
less than $500,000. 

G.  

Responsible parties can begin setting up mobile food vendors at 6:00 AM and begin 
operations at 7:00 AM. Mobile food vendors must be done operations by 10:00 PM and be 
off the premise by 11:00 PM. 

§ 85-20. Permits in general. 



A.  

Permits shall be issued on an annual basis. 

B.  

Permits are required to be renewed prior to the expiration date. 

C.  

Permits are not transferable. 

D.  

Permits are subject to spot checks by the Whitemarsh Township Fire Marshal's Office. 
Should any item be found deficient during a spot check, the permit can be revoked. 

§ 85-21. Application for permit. 

A.  

Any responsible person wishing to operate a mobile food vendor in Whitemarsh Township 
shall submit a completed application to the Whitemarsh Township Fire Marshal's Office 
and obtain a Mobile Food Vendor permit issued by the Township. 

B.  

The applicant shall truthfully state, in full, all information requested on the application for a 
permit. The application for a permit shall be accompanied by a fee to be established by 
resolution of the Board of Supervisors, which fee may be amended from time to time by the 
Board of Supervisors. 

§ 85-22. Mobile food vendor inspections. 

A.  

All mobile food vendors are required to be inspected prior to operating in Whitemarsh 
Township. 

B.  

The mobile food vendor inspection checklist includes the following (if applicable): 

(1)  

Permit obtained from Whitemarsh Township; 

(2)  



Valid Montgomery County Department of Health certificate; 

(3)  

Vehicle is not blocking fire hydrants or fire department connections; 

(4)  

Vehicle is not blocking egress; 

(5)  

Vehicle is at least 15 feet away from buildings and other vehicles; 

Cooking Appliances; 

(6)  

If equipped with cooking equipment that produce grease-laden vapor, a mobile food 
vendor shall be equipped with a Type I kitchen exhaust hood; 

(7)  

Type I cooking hoods shall be equipped with a suppression system that is inspected every 
six months; 

(8)  

The cooking hood shall be cleaned every six months or more frequently depending on the 
use and grease accumulation; 

(9)  

Each Mobile Food Vendor shall be equipped with a 2A (4lb) fire extinguisher that is 
inspected annually; 

(10)  

If equipped with a Type 1 cooking hood, a mobile food vendor shall be equipped with a 
Class K fire extinguisher that is inspected annually; 

(11)  

Cooking oil containers shall have a maximum aggregate volume of not more than 120 
gallons and shall be stored in such a way as to not be toppled or damaged during transport; 

(12)  

If equipped with a cooking oil storage tank, such tank shall be listed for its use; 



(13)  

All cooking equipment must be listed for commercial use; 

Fuel 

(14)  

All fuel sources and fuel containers shall comply with NFPA 58, NFPA 96, and the 2018 
International Fire Code. 

§ 85-23. Fees and deposit. 

An application for a permit pursuant to this article shall be accompanied by a fee in an 
amount established by resolution of the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors. 
Permits may be renewed yearly. 

§ 85-24. Violations and penalties. 

Any person who violates any provision of this article shall, upon a finding of guilt by a 
Magisterial District Judge, be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than $1,000 per provision 
violated. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. Failure to 
pay any fine imposed under this article shall result in imprisonment for up to 30 days. 
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Prepared By: 
David J. Sander, Esquire 
Kilkenny Law, LLC 
519 Swede Road 
Norristown, PA 19401 
 
Please Record and Return to: 
David J. Sander, Esquire 
Kilkenny Law, LLC 
519 Swede Road 
Norristown, PA 19401 
 
Tax Parcel No.  65-00-01942-00-9 
 

WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT 

 
THIS AGREEMENT is made this _______ day of __________________, 2026, 

between WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP, with offices located at 616 Germantown Pike, Lafayette 
Hill, PA 19444 (“Township”) and JOSEPH J. and ALICIA MCILHINNEY, adult individuals, 
with an address at 4029 Center Avenue, Lafayette Hill, Whitemarsh Township, Pennsylvania 
19444, including his heirs, personal representatives, successors and assigns (“Owners”).  
 

WITNESSETH: 
 
1. Owners own real property located within the Township at 4029 Center Avenue, Lafayette 

Hill, Whitemarsh Township, Pennsylvania, identified as Montgomery County Tax Parcel 
No. 65-00-01942-00-9 (the “Property”). 

  
2. Owners propose to replace an existing 4-foot fence on the Property along its frontage on 

First Street and a portion of its frontage on Center Avenue with fence of the same height 
(“Improvements”) which encroach in the Ultimate Right-of-Way of each street (“Ultimate 
Right-of-Way”). 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the covenants contained herein, and 

intending to be legally bound, the parties hereto agree as follows: 
 
1. Owners shall maintain the Improvements in good, safe condition, and the Township shall  
            not be responsible for the maintenance of any Improvements at any time. 
 
2. Owners warrant that the location of the Improvements will not interfere with the use, 
 operation, maintenance, repair or replacement of any Township facilities.  
 
3. In exchange for the Township allowing the Improvements to encroach within the 

Ultimate Right-of-Way, the Township shall have the unrestricted right to demolish and 
remove all or any portion of the Improvements from the Ultimate Right-of-Way should the 
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Township desire or need, in its sole discretion, to gain access to or use the Ultimate Right-
of-Way for any reason whatsoever.  
 

4. Upon demolition or removal of Improvements from the Ultimate Right-of-Way, Township 
shall not be responsible to repair, replace, re-install, remove, clear or take any corrective 
action whatsoever with regard to the Improvements, with the sole exception of stabilizing 
any disturbed area within the Ultimate Right-of-Way and laying seed and mulch, if 
applicable. 

    
5. Owners hereby waive any and all claims that Owner may have arising from any alleged 

damages resulting from or arising out of any Improvements located in, on or above the 
Ultimate Right-of-Way, Owner’s use of the Ultimate Right-of-Way, or the demolition or 
removal of Improvements from the Ultimate Right-of-Way by the Township, as Owners 
may have against the Township and the Township’s officers, officials, agents, consultants, 
contractors, and employees. 

 
6. Owners hereby agree to release, defend, indemnify and hold harmless the Township and 

Township’s officers, officials, agents, consultants, contractors, and employees from any 
and all liability, claims, demands, suits, causes of action, legal expenses or judgments from 
any alleged damages, including personal injury, arising out of any Improvements located 
in, on or above the Ultimate Right-of-Way, Owners’ use of the Ultimate Right-of-Way, or 
the removal of Improvements from the Ultimate Right-of-Way by the Township, regardless 
of any alleged fault, negligence or joint enterprise by the Township and the Township’s 
officers, officials, agents, consultants, contractors, and employees.  

   
7.  This Agreement shall be binding upon the Owners, and the Owners’ heirs, personal 

representatives, successors, and assigns. 
 
8.  This Agreement shall be construed under the laws of the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania.  Venue and jurisdiction for any disputes arising from this Agreement shall 
lie in the Court of Common Pleas of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania. 

 
9. This Agreement may only be amended in writing signed by all parties hereto. 
 
10. This Agreement contains the entire understanding between the parties, and no verbal, oral 

or other representations other than those contained within the four corners of this 
Agreement are enforceable. 

 
11. The provisions of this Agreement are declared to be severable.  If any provision of this 

Agreement is declared by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or 
unconstitutional, such determination shall have no effect on the remaining provisions of 
this Agreement. 

 
12. There are no third-party beneficiaries created or intended to be created by this 

Agreement.  
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto, intending to be legally bound, have hereunto set 
their hands and seals the day and year first above written. 
 
 
OWNERS: 
 
 
_____________________     
Joseph J. McIlhinney        
 
 
_____________________   
Alicia McIlhinney        
 
        

 
 

 
ATTEST:      BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF 
       WHITEMARSH TOWNSHIP 
 
 
 
____________________________________ ___________________________________ 
CRAIG T. MCANALLY, SECRETARY             By:  JACY TOLL, CHAIR 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
    
                                                                     :ss  
   
COUNTY OF                                                 
 

 
On this _____________ day of __________________, 2026, before me, a notary public in 

and for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the undersigned officer, personally appeared Joseph 

J. McIlhinney and Alicia McIlhinney, who acknowledged themselves to be persons who 

executed the foregoing document for the purposes therein contained. 

WITNESS my hand and official seal the day and year aforesaid. 

 

                                                                       _______________________________ 

                                                                    Notary Public 
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

: ss 

COUNTY OF MONTGOMERY 

 

On the _______ day of _______________, 2026, before me, a notary public residing in 

Montgomery County, PA, personally appeared Jacy Toll, who acknowledged herself to be the 

Chair of the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors, and that she as such Chair, being 

authorized to do so, executed the foregoing instrument for the purposes therein contained by 

signing the name of Whitemarsh Township by herself as Chair. 

    

___________________________________ 

                  NOTARY PUBLIC 
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