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Dear Whitemarsh Residents:

Thank you for picking up the winter issue of Whitemarsh Living — the first
of 2009. By now the holidays are over, and we're all settling into a new year.
I hope it's a good one for you and your family.

This issue looks back at some of the Township’s accomplishments in 2008,
many of which could not have been achieved without you and the hardworking
men and women who keep the Township running every day. [ also am
pleased to report that even with all we accomplished last year we were able
to end 2008 with a budget surplus.

Of course, this provides some security as we move forward in 2009 and
forge ahead during these tough economic times. As you will read, the
Board of Supervisors passed a budget for the year that holds the line on
taxes and fees, and balances fiscal responsibility while still investing in the
Township’s future.

Investing in our future is a theme that runs throughout this issue, starting
with our main story about the preservation of the Angus Tract of Erdenheim
Farm. The Township invested an estimated $2.1 million in open space
funds to preserve the 98-acre parcel so future generations can enjoy one of
the last remaining open spaces in our community. The preservation —
which cost a total of $13.5 million — was a Herculean effort involving
dedicated members of the Whitemarsh Foundation along with county and
state officials and officials from the Colonial School District. I commend
this group for their commitment and dedication and look forward to future
preservation projects.

In addition to learning about our open space efforts, you'll also read about
how our wonderful William Jeanes Library is reinventing itself to better
serve our community in the age of technology and how the Whitemarsh Art
Center is expanding its programs beyond its walls.

This issue also treats you to features on The Market at Lafayette Hill and
Pete’s Deli. Be warned: if you aren’t hungry before you read these pieces,
you will be afterward.

Finally, the new year has ushered in a new trash collection schedule. Please
don't miss the article and the handy information along with it.

As always, this is your magazine. If you have ideas for stories, businesses
you would like to see profiled, volunteers who deserve recognition or any
other suggestions, please let us know.

Thanks for reading!

Sincerely,
i. _ s |
' S @C/i'/u/us ﬂg‘ S h
Leslie S. Richards, Chair 2008 Sara J. Erlbaum, Chair 2009
Board of Supervisors Board of Supervisors
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CONTACT 1 IST

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 2008

Leslie S. Richards, Chair
LRichards@admarble.com

Sara J. Erlbaum, Vice-Chair
SaraErlbaum@yahoo.com

David E. Brooke
DBrooke@WhitemarshTwp.org

Robert R. Hart
bh33law@aol.com

Kelly C. Wall
KWall@millersturestsky.com

Township Manager
Christopher van de Velde
CVanDeVelde@whitemarshtwp.org

(610) 825-3535 Main Switchboard

(610) 825-6530 Police (call 911 for emergencies)
(610) 825-7276 Parks & Recreation

(610) 825-3424 Public Works

(484) 533-2214 Community Services

NEW FOR 2009:

At the January 5, 2009 organization
meeting the Board of Supervisors
elected Sara J. Erlbaum as Chair
and David E. Brooke as Vice-Chair.

Township

Moving Forward

in Addressing
Stormwater Runoff

BY DOUG HERRSCHAFT

Whitemarsh Township is moving forward with three
major projects to address stormwater runoff and help
alleviate flooding in neighborhoods throughout the
municipality.

Back-to-back storms with torrential rains in August 2004
brought widespread flooding and wreaked havoc on

the Township, forcing residents out of their homes and
causing hundreds of thousands of dollars in damage.

Since then, Township officials have been developing
solutions to help avoid similar catastrophes in the future.

Three major projects are in the works. The first, in

the Whitemarsh Woods and Westaway Drive area, is
expected to have funding approved early this year, with
construction slated to begin in the spring. The other two
projects — one along Barren Hill Road and the other in
the Joshua Knoll and McCarthy Park area — are awaiting
clearance from the state departments of Environmental
Protection and Transportation.

“I'm sure for the average person that it looks like

not much is happening,” said Leslie Richards, of the
Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors. “I promise
you this, we're moving forward on a consistent basis.
There’s momentum, a slow constant movement, but
there is momentum.”

(continued on page 14)
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Art Center Partners
With Community
Organizations to
Go Green & Beyond

BY DEBORAH STANISH

Reduce, reuse and recycle isn't just a slogan to the
Whitemarsh Community Art Center.

With an eye toward education and creativity the Art
Center has introduced a new slate of programming with
a decidedly environmental focus and is partnering with
community organizations to take their “going green”
message outside of their walls.

“It's really a natural step for the Whitemarsh Art Center,”
explained Executive Director Chris Dwyer. “Not only have
we created a “Going Green With Art” program, we are
actively working with Whitemarsh Township Parks and
Recreation as well as other organizations to bring this
programming out into the community.”

This past fall three of the Art Center’s instructors, Mary
Ann Lenhard, Claire Perles and Keira Santoli worked
with more than 400 students at St. Philip Neri Catholic
School to create bio-degradable planters made from the
students’ recycled lunch bags.

The program proved successful, with the Art Center and
the school working together to craft a program that fit in
with both the school’s science and art curriculum.

“Recycling, saving the environment and our natural
resources are very important concepts to our school
children,” said school principal Bernice Annechini. “This
program tied into all of that and the children had a
chance to create something special.”

Michael McBride, a fifth-grader at St. Philip Neri, said
the program helped make recycling — and learning — fun.

“It was a really cool program because you could recycle
something and it goes right into the earth to give back
nutrients,” said McBride. “This was more fun than
regular recycling because you actually get to choose
what the bags were made into.”

To the program’s instructors, turning recyclables into art
isn't much of a stretch.

PHOTO COURTESY OF: PEG McBRIDE

Fifth-grade students at St. Philip Neri Bridget Horan, Nicolette Vogelman, and
Emily McMullen tear lunch bags into strips that were turned into pulp. The
pulp was formed into biodegradable planters for a “going green” art project
conducted at the school by Whitemarsh Art Center.

“Art lends itself to recycling, not only in reusing products
in the process but also in the mechanics,” Lenhard said.
“Artists have always used things beyond their original
purpose but by doing a program focused on remaking
what is essentially trash into art is really exciting.”

The partnership with Whitemarsh Township Parks and
Recreation Department is another demonstration of how
community organizations can work together to provide
more opportunities for Whitemarsh residents.

Doug Knauss, Director of Parks and Recreation, said
it's a matter of combining resources to offer the best
possible programming.

“Both organizations have similar goals of bringing
quality programs to the community and a partner-

ship helps us both realize those goals,” said Knauss.
“Working with the Art Center to provide programs with a
recycling focus we're building on each other's energy. It's
a win-win situation.”

Whether it's turning vinyl records or old sweaters into
art, the instructors at the Art Center are inspired by the
challenges of taking their programs beyond the walls of

the Center.
(continued on page 15)
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2009 Budget Balances Fiscal Responsibility
with Investments in Township’s Future

BY KELLY K. BROWN

The 2009 Budget for Whitemarsh Township
balances careful financial stewardship with
necessary expenditures to maintain and
improve the community. There are no tax
increases, no new taxes and no fee increases
this year. Working within these limits the
Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors
was still able to adopt a budget to provide
outstanding services for Whitemarsh
residents.

“The Board of Supervisors is planning for the
long-term while maintaining the existing great
qualities of our communities so Whitemarsh
can continue to be a fabulous community for
future generations,” said Sara Erlbaum, of the
Board of Supervisors.

The year 2009 will be exciting for Whitemarsh
Township. The Board of Supervisors has set an
ambitious agenda for new projects and
implementation of long-range plans.

Earned Income

Revenue
& Income

Fund Balance $ 8,628,200
Earned Income Tax $ 4,350,000
Real Estate Tax $ 3,022,145
Sewer Services User Fees $ 2,624,175
Business Taxes $ 2,262,000
Refuse Fees, Light & Hydrant Fees $ 2,013,400
Open Space Earned Income Tax $ 1,250,000
Parks & Recreation User Fees $ 1,026,959
PA Liquid Fuels Tax Allocation $ 709318
State Revenues $ 583,500
Miscellaneous Revenue $ 420,400
Real Estate Transfer Tax $ 400,000
Rental Income & Cable Franchise Fees ~ $§ 378,600
Permits & Licenses Fees $ 256,500
Interest Income $ 200,000
TOTAL $28,125,197

Fund Balance

Historic open space preservation tops the list.

Revitalizing the Lafayette Hill business center
along Germantown Pike will provide a shopping
district to be proud of, once the dust settles
from construction.

Now that the major renovation of Miles Park is
complete and being enjoyed by so many, parks
in other neighborhoods will be upgraded.

The important, if not glamorous, work of
improving sewer systems to reduce flooding
continues. More roads will be repaved. The
new once-per-week trash collection contract
will save more than $205,000 this year and
have a positive impact on the environment.

In 2009, the Township expects to go to the capital
markets to borrow as much as $14,260,000 to carry
out important open space purchases and to finance
the storm water and capital projects highlighted above.

Real Estate Tax )
Sewer Services User Fees

Business Taxes

Refuse Fees, Light
& Hydrant Fees

Open Space Earned
Income Tax

Parks & Recreation User Fees

PA Liquid Fuels Tax Allocation
State Revenues

Miscellaneous Revenue

Real Estate Transfer Tax

Rental Income & Cable Franchise Fees

Permits & Licenses Fees

Interest Income
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Expenditures

Police Protection
Other Financing Uses

Insurance & Employee Benefits

Sewer Services

Highway Maintenance
Administration & Finance
Open Space Preservation
Refuse & Recycling
Capital Projects

Parks & Recreation
Community Development
Fire Protection

Light & Hydrant

Library

Public Relations & Information

Debt Service

TOTAL
Sewer .
Insurance Services
& Employee mEdis

Benefits

Other
Financing
Uses
Police
Protection

$ 4,334,692
$ 4,127,387
$ 3,032,929
$ 2,624,175
$ 2,435,560
$ 2,142,840
$ 2,000,000
$ 1,813,388
$ 1,552,000
$ 1,026,959
$ 995,247
$ 818,687
$ 508,400
$ 462,253
$ 133,800
$ 116,880
$28,125,197

Highway
Maintenance

Administration

& Finance
Open Space
Preservation

Refuse &
Recycling

Parks & Recreation

Capital Projects

Community Development

Fire Protection

Light & Hydrant

Library

Public Relations & Information

Debt Service

2009 Initiatives

Township Cable Station — to keep the public
informed and continue improved openness and
transparency of local government

Germantown Pike Revitalization — to improve
the quality of life in Whitemarsh for residents and
people who do business here

Erdenheim Farm — continuing the emphasis on
preserving land to save tax dollars while investing
in an exceptional asset

Police Canine Unit (proposed) — two dogs will aid
in drug and explosive detection, as well as tracking
of suspects and missing persons

Police Motorcycles — $30,000 state grant obtained
with the assistance of state Sen. Vincent Hughes
will cover the purchase and equipping of two
motorcycles

Skate Board Park — proposed for this year; final
location to be determined

Koontz Park on Hart’s Lane — the implementation
of the first phase of the master plan will feature
ADA accessible playground equipment as well as
pathways to provide access for nearby residents

Leeland Park — this neighborhood park will undergo
an overall renovation as the first phase of the Parks
and Recreation Master Plan is put into action

Stormwater relief — planned for the Barren Hill
area, the McCarthy and Joshua Knoll
neighborhood, and along Westaway Drive

Maijor software upgrades for Finance and
Building and Codes departments — to replace
outdated programs and provide better customer
service and workflow distribution

Expansion of Township office space — for more
efficient use of property

Continuation of roadway resurfacing schedule —
to maintain the infrastructure

Construction of a fleet maintenance garage

Long-term projects such as sewer maintenance
and improvements, and implementing
recommendations from the Storm Water Task
Force — to protect property and public welfare

WHITEMARSH LIVING 5




2008 Budget Accomplishments

BY KELLY K. BROWN

In 2008 the Whitemarsh Township Board of Supervisors
moved forward on many long desired and needed
Township improvements. Long-term planning for
numerous projects was put into action with positive results.

While maximizing services, the Township worked to
minimize expenses. The Public Works Department handled
projects in-house achieving significant savings. Used trash
trucks, instead of new, were purchased to collect yard
waste. The wastewater treatment primary clarifier was
repaired rather than replaced.

In addition to saving money, the Township pursued
alternative sources of funding. Considerable grant and
sponsorship dollars were obtained. Cable franchise fees,
a new revenue source in 2008, will cover costs for the
Township cable station, and other communication efforts.

Whitemarsh Township finished the year with a budget

surplus. The following list highlights the 2008
accomplishments:

Support for Public Safety & Well-being

e Fully staffed police department — first time in seven years,
allowing for better traffic safety enforcement

e Increased contributions to library and fire departments

e Assisted ambulance association with purchase of second
ambulance and staffing

Dedication to Open Space & Land Stewardship

e Acquisition of East 33 Property — preserved 33 acres of
open space off Manor Road between Hagys Mill Road and
River Road. This was the first purchase by the Township
using designated open space funds.

e Erdenheim Farm Angus Tract — 98 acres of irreplaceable
farmland protected from development in collaborative
effort with other public entities and the Whitemarsh
Foundation through conservation easements purchased
by the Township.

e Stream bank restoration — planted more than 1,000 native
trees and shrubs along Manor Road to restore the creek
ecosystem.

e McCarthy Park storm water management project started —
joint effort with Colonial School District to eliminate
invasive plants and replace them with native plants to
provide natural flood protection.

6 WHITEMARSH LIVING

Improvement for Area Parks

e Miles Park transformation — completion of pavilion,
concession stand, restrooms and ball fields; parking
capacity doubled

e Koontz Park on Hart's Lane underway — renovated
greenhouse now in use for classes and to cultivate plants
for Township beautification

e Joshua Pedestrian Trail completed — from Germantown
Pike to Ridge Pike

e Park Ranger Program initiated — Township ambassadors
to monitor and assist park patrons on evenings and
weekends

Tackled Traffic Congestion & Safety Issues

e Major upgrade to Butler and Flourtown intersection —
contributed funds, along with the developer, to realign
Flourtown Road and greatly improve traffic flow

e Four-way stop added to Barren Hill and Hart’s Lane
intersection

e Road resurfacing — 18,530 lineal feet of roadway repaved
on Cannon Hill Road, in Whitemarsh Woods Developments
and on Harts Lane

Advancements in Handling Storm Water,

Wastewater & Trash

e Purchased two used trash trucks — to comply with new
yard waste collection rules

e Single stream recycling — invested in 5,275 bins for ,
residents’ use in the highly successful new single-stream
recycling program in partnership with RecycleBank

e Storm water improvements — improved safety on Ridge
Pike at Park Avenue by installing new drain and piping
system to eliminate frequent water accumulation; stream
bank restoration at Militia Road and Toland Drive to
correct drainage issue

e Refurbished portions of the wastewater treatment plant,
and pursued various upgrades to the collection system B}

PHOTO BY: KELLY K. BROWN

Elliot Shelkrot, Interim Director of the William Jeanes Memorial Library, is leading a reinvention of the library.

William Jeanes Library Turns the Page

BY DOUG HERRSCHAFT

Rapidly developing communication technologies
that put enormous amounts of information in the
palms of people’s hands are forcing today’s libraries
to do some serious soul searching.

The 82-year-old William Jeanes Memorial Library is
no exception, as it grapples with questions about
the function of a modern library and the best ways
to implement needed change. The answers that the
directors of William Jeanes have so far developed
have the library in the midst of a reinvention like
never before.

One of the keys to its reinvention is the recruitment
of the former head of the Philadelphia Free Library,
Elliot Shelkrot. Described as a “rock star” in library
circles, Shelkrot was coaxed out of retirement to
serve as interim director of William Jeanes, in July
2008.

Libraries, in Shelkrot’s view, are places where the
social and the intellectual merge; vibrant, stimulating
environments where thoughts and ideas are shared
and explored in community with others. Playgrounds
for the mind.

“Libraries are no longer warehouses of books,” said
Shelkrot. “They are dynamic institutions, exciting,

(continued on next page)

A Look Back

The William Jeanes Memorial Library was founded in 1926,
with a $75,000 gift to the Religious Society of Friends,

from Mary Jeanes Miller. The gift, in honor of Miller’s first
husband, was intended to create a place in which the
community, regardless of social standing, could gather and
learn together.

The rapidly growing library, at first no more than a single
room with a collection of about 950 books, moved to a
larger building on the grounds of Friends Meeting House,
in 1935. There it remained for nearly 40 years, at one time
finding itself embroiled in a McCarthy era controversy, over
its hiring and staunch support of the civil rights of Mary
Knowles, a librarian who had once been accused of being
a member of the Communist Party and who had refused
to answer questions before the Senate. The library was
vindicated when Knowles was acquitted of contempt of
Congress charges in 1960.

By 1971, the library had moved to its current home on
Joshua Road. #

— Doug Herrschaft

WHITEMARSH LIVING ’ 7
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interesting places of ideas where people come to
learn together.”

Under the leadership of Shelkrot, the library has
developed a comprehensive plan, the outlines of
which reveal the library’s new conception of itself.

Shelkrot envisions a small café where library patrons
share a cup of coffee and a bite to eat, while they
talk or read, outdoor areas that would invite
visitors to enjoy the library’s three acres of beautiful
landscape and old growth trees, and larger spaces
indoors that lend themselves to gathering and
easier browsing.

“We're not expanding the library for books,” said
Shelkrot. “We're expanding it for people. The
community wants a building that will be a community
center. A good library has programs that entice
people into the library and that also bring the
library out to the community.”

Keeping current and popular books on the shelves is
another goal.

“It's not the size of the stacks that's important,” said
Shelkrot. “What matters is having the right books on
the shelves. We heard from the community that they
want fresher stuff. So, we entered into a program
with McNaughton Publishing in which we can rent
hot books, best sellers, and return them. It allows
more pre-publication ordering. We're also going to
experiment with graphic novels, to draw more kids
in.”

Shelkrot makes it clear, though, that the library
won't allow itself to be buffeted by every fad and
marketing scheme that comes along. The library,
he says, “will not be consumer driven, but, rather,
consumer oriented.”

As part of its comprehensive plan, the library is
preparing for a physical expansion that will more
than double its current 11,000 square feet. The
architectural planning, which has benefited from
several public meetings and considerable community
input, is well underway. New construction also will
incorporate environmentally friendly elements.

“We're going to be as ecologically sensitive and
friendly as we can,” said Library Board Vice Presi-
dent Sydelle Zove. “The new building is going to
include green characteristics from windows to
heating and ventilation to lighting and other build-
ing systems. Retaining the old building as part of

WHITEMARSH LIVING
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Children’s Programs
Mix Fun and
Learning at William
Jeanes Library

BY DOUG HERRSCHAFT

The toddlers come rumbling in through the outside
entrance to the lower meeting room at William Jeanes
Memorial Library, followed closely by their mothers,
who stake out a spot on the floor. The kids hurry over
to a folding table under which small sections of rug
are stored. They each grab one and head back to their
mothers, dropping their rug on the floor when they
arrive. A small area is turned into a personal space,
and what was minutes earlier a large, empty meeting
room, is now filled with the boundless energy of
children.

Storytime begins.

Through a combination of reading, props, and music,
Beth Hargis, head of the children’s programs at
William Jeanes, keeps the kids engagedand having
fun for most of an hour. While it seems:like pure
entertainment, whichis certainly one aspect, that's
not all there is to it. The Mother Goose puppet,
musical instruments, dancing and singing are ways
that Hargis, a former elementary school teacher,
sneaks learning into fun. :

On this day, Jennifer Goren, of Chestnut Hill, is there
with her two children Sam, 2, and Ruby, 4.

“Beth is the most patient and tolerant person with the
kids,” says Goren. “She has a smart way of changing
activities to keep kids interested and engaged.”

Hargis maintains her philosophy of learning through
fun throughout the seemingly endless array of kids’
programs at William Jeanes. From storytimes and
music programs for the young ones to poetry and
book writing competitions for older children, kids are
prompted to follow their curiosity and stretch their
imagination.

“The music program, for instance,” Hargis says,
“people just think that's a fun program, but that’s not
all it is. Music breaks words into syllables, its
component parts, which helps kids develop reading
and language skills.”

Beth Hargis, head of the children’s
programs at William Jeanes Memorial
Library, leads storytime.

Older children, ages 11 to 17, are encouraged

to get involved with the library’'s Youth Advisory
Board. The Board participates in the planning
of children’s programs, and provides input on
the young adult materials the library carries. The
Board also plans and chaperones sleepovers for
younger children at the library.

“By participating on the Board, teenagers get con-
fidence and a sense of being able to contribute in
an older, adult way,” says Hargis. “The young kids
look up to the older ones, and the teenagers feel
like ‘gee, I'm really somebody special.””

In addition to creating a fun and encouraging
space for learning and growth, Hargis sees the
library’s children’s programs as playing a support
role for parents.

“Children’s programs are a resource of materials
and a resource to help parents find appropriate
materials,” says Hargis. “School libraries are
great, but are there mainly to support the curricu-
lum and aren’t available all the time. I'm always
reading kids’ books, so I know what we have and
am able to suggest appropriate materials to
parents.”

For a schedule of children’s programs at the
William Jeanes Memorial Library visit
http://wijl.mclinc.org/calendar.html

or call (610) 828-0441. B}

the new construction is itself a green approach to the
expansion project.”

Two essential elements of the library’s expansion will be
pursued simultaneously in the coming months. The first is
identifying a new library director to replace Shelkrot.

“It is our thinking that the best candidate we're going to find
is someone who is not looking for a job,” said Library Board
President Don Mattson.

To find that person, the board has authorized a Kansas City
recruitment firm to begin the search. The board hopes a new
director will be in place by the spring.

The second vital ingredient in completing the project is
funding. The library's board is exploring multiple sources,
which include individual donors, charitable grants and local
and state funding. Locally, the library expects continued
support from Whitemarsh Township as well as the Friends of
the William Jeanes Library, which has supported the library
through fundraising and volunteer activities since 1950.

Finally, the continued involvement of the public is essential to
the library’s success, as it continues its transformation into

a community oriented, intellectual and social center.
“The library relies on a combination of public and private

support,” said Zove. “The community is vital to the support of
the library, so it can be as good as it can be.” B

WHITEMARSH LIVING
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runs from Philadelphia’s Fairmount Park to Upper
Gwynedd Township, the 450-acre property known
as Erdenheim Farm is a unique slice of Montgom-
ery County and Pennsylvania history.

In December, Whitemarsh Township participated in
a deal to purchase a 98-acre parcel of the property
known as the Angus Tract in a significant step to
ensure the property remains the touchstone of
Whitemarsh Township's open space initiative.

The purchase was the culmination of a long and
arduous journey involving a battalion of citizen
volunteers, several administrations of Township
supervisors, developers, business people, and
county and state government officials that began
more than eight years ago.

At stake was a property that many Township
residents had long taken for granted.

Erdenheim Farm has been in agricultural use since
the days of William Penn but came into promi-
nence in 1912 after it was purchased by well-known
Philadelphia philanthropist George D. Widener,

Jr. During his ownership the “gentleman’s farm”
became known for its agricultural operations and
Widener's passion: breeding and training thorough-
bred race horses. Upon his death in 1971, Widener
left a portion of the farm to his nephew Fitz Eugene
Dixon, Jr., former owner of the Philadelphia 76ers
and highly regarded civic leader who famously
purchased the iconic LOVE statue and gifted it
back to the city of Philadelphia.

Nearly 30 years later, developer John Fleming
created Whitemarsh Retirement Partners, a limited
partnership created to pursue the building of a

WHITEMARSH LIVING

At the heart of a nearly 2,000-acre greenbelt that ~ continuing care retirement facility. The partnership

rvation of Angus Tract at Erdenheim Farm
en Space Preservation

entered into negotiations to purchase Eugenia
Hospital, a former psychiatric facility that bordered
Erdenheim Farm. The 45-acre hospital property was
not sufficient for the project, and the partnership
approached Dixon who agreed to sell roughly 50
acres of farmland to complete the development.

When the partnership began the process of ac-
quiring zoning approvals, however, a shock wave
rippled through the community.

“Naively we all assumed the farm would be there
forever,” said long-term open space advocate
Hugh Moulton, Chairperson and President of
The Whitemarsh Foundation, and member of the
Whitemarsh Township Open Space Board. “When
the issue came up for zoning all of a sudden we
realized that Erdenheim Farm was in real danger
and that it was possible the entire property could
potentially be developed.”

The threat of losing the farm served as a wake up
call to Township residents that resulted in unprec-
edented community activism.

“A very significant public opposition was mounted
against the proposal,” said Moulton. “Although the
stated reasons were those you'd expect such as
increased density and increased traffic, what really
motivated the public was the fear that this was the
first domino falling and it would not be long before
the rest of the farm was gone.”

Kim Shepperd remembers the time as a call to
arms.

“It really shook people that this pristine piece of
our community was under threat of development,”

(continued on page 12)
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BY DEBORAH STANISH

Whitemarsh Township has made both an emotional
and financial commitment to preserving open
space. But beyond notions of attractive vistas, what
is the real impact of open space for Whitemarsh
residents?

Hugh Moulton, Member of Whitemarsh Township’s
Open Space Board and Chairman of the Whitemarsh
Foundation, explains that the impact goes beyond
the visual, affecting quality of life, positive growth
in the community and municipal services.

“Open space is a key component to the quality of
life of a community,” Moulton said. “Historically,
people used to move to where the jobs were, now
that’s turned around with jobs ccming to the
people. The key workers of the future are those in
the knowledge and service industry who can live
and work where they choose. The character of a
community and its amenities such as good
schools, recreational activities and appropriate
areas set aside for open space make Whitemarsh
an attractive and desirable community to home-
buyers.”

According to the Trust for Public Land’s publication
Economic Benefits of Land Conservation, proximity
to open space has a direct correlation to home
values, particularly in urban and suburban areas.
By providing that proximity, Whitemarsh Township
is building value into its existing housing base and
helping homeowners retain that value in a volatile
housing market.

By managing open space, Whitemarsh also has the
opportunity to manage its growth, an act that has a
direct financial impact on residents” and the Town-
ship's bottom line. Large-scale residential building
puts an increased burden on municipal services and
can affect the stability of school districts by greatly

increasing the student-to-school ratio.

Environmental issues also come into play. Storm-
water management, a critical issue in Whitemarsh
Township, is adversely affected when tracts of open
space are developed.

“Even with modern engineering techniques, elimi-
nating open space increases runoff which, in turn,
can increase flooding and impact the health of our
streams and waterways such as the Wissahickon
Creek,” said Moulton. “It’s really a domino affect.”

Whitemarsh Township’s commitment to open
space is embraced by officials and residents alike,
and they are willing to put their money where their
heart is. In 2003, Whitemarsh voters approved

an open space referendum by an overwhelming
majority. In 2006, 62 percent of voters approved an
earned income tax of a quarter-percent to be used
for open space purchases.

It's an important issue that crosses municipal,
county and state borders. In 2007, on average,
conservation referenda in the state had passed by
a 2-1 margin, according to The Pennsylvania Land
Preservation. In addition, The Land Trust for Public
Land reports that nationally 65 out of 99 measures
passed for a total of more than $2 billion in funds
approved for land conservation.

In the end, even after pouring over the dollar and
cents issues, the issue of open space and land
conservation still often comes down to the
emotional and personal im